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MENUMENU


	
	Who we are
	
		
			About the LEP
			The Heart of the South West Local Enterprise Partnership is one of 38 LEPs in England. Our purpose is to lead and influence economic growth, job creation and prosperity across the Heart of the South West area covering Devon, Plymouth, Somerset and Torbay.

Find out more about the LEP >
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			Our Board
			Comprised of business leaders from across our key sectors, the LEP Board oversees the programme of infrastructure, business support and skills projects being delivered by 2025.

Find out more about our board >

LEP board meetings & documents >



		
	Our Team
			Responsible for the day to day running of the LEP, the core team supports the Board in delivering the LEP strategy.

Find out more about our team >



		



	
			Sub boards and committees
			How we are organised

	Leadership Groups >
	Skills Advisory Panel >
	Digital Skills Partnership >
	Careers Hub >
	Local Transport Board >
	Operations and Investment Committee >
	Heart of the South West Joint Committee >


Closed groups

	Strategic Investment Panel >
	Finance & Resources Committee >




		



	
			Governance, decision-making and finance
				Policies and Procedures >
	Workplan 2023/24 >
	Annual Report 2022/23 >
	Annual Impact Report 2021/22 >
	Declarations of Interest >
	Financial Information >




		
	LEP Events
			Find out more about LEP Events >



		









	Growing Our Economy
	
		
			Plan to Build Back Better
			The LEP’s Plan to Build Back Better sets out the transformational opportunities in the Heart of the South West area that will unlock investment, create more and better jobs and deliver prosperity and resilience through clean and inclusive growth. The plan is rooted in the ambitious vision of our Local Industrial Strategy.

Find out more about our Plan to Build Back Better >
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			Local Industrial Strategy
			Clean and Inclusive growth are the overarching themes of the Local Industrial Strategy.

LIS and LIS Evidence Base >

Scale-up Research >

Inclusive Growth >



		
	Our Investments
			We manage a portfolio of over three-quarters of a billion pounds that we’re investing into over 80 infrastructure, business support and skills packages.

The latest on our projects can be found here >



		



	
			Investing to grow the economy
			The 2014-2020 European Structural and Investment Funds (ESIF) Growth Programme for England brings together three funds:

European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) >

European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD) >

European Social Fund (ESF) >

ERDF inward investment grant scheme >



		
	Digital Futures
			Digital Investment Programme >



		



	
			Clean Growth
			The Clean Growth Opportunity >

Investing in Natural Capital >



		
	Employment, Skills and Training
			Digital Skills Partnership >

Careers Hub >

Industry Placements and T levels >



		
	Great South West
			Find out more

about the Great South West >



		









	Advice and support
	
		
			Inward investment
			Are you a Business entrepreneur or thinking of relocating your business?

Discover transformational opportunities in the Heart of the South West >

Find out why companies are coming to the Heart of the South West >



		



	
			Skills and Training
			Skills Launchpad can help you find information about skills, careers, training and jobs in Devon, Plymouth, Somerset and Torbay.

Click here to visit the Skills Launchpad >



		



	
			Business support
			If you are a local business owner seeking advice and support for your business, the Growth Hub can help.

Free at the point of access, questions can be about anything a business may want to ask.

Click here to visit the Growth Hub >



		









	About our area
	
		
			Key sectors
			Marine >

Microelectronics and Photonics >

Energy >

Aerospace >

Science and Innovation >

Defence >

Tourism >

Digital >



		
	The Rural Economy
			View Rural Economy documents >



		
	Connectivity
			Find out about connectivity across the Heart of the South West >



		



	
			Business Bulletins
			Our Business Bulletins provide a comprehensive summary of business sentiment across the Heart of the South West, along with national and regional business intelligence.

View all business bulletins >



		
	Working in Partnership
			Businesses thrive in the Heart of the South West with its excellent value, quality development sites and premises, skilled workforce and business support.  Our strong private, public, education and third sector partnerships are driving the economy forward in this destination of choice.

Partnership Database >

Business Groups and Networks >



		



	
			Research & Intelligence
			The LEP monitors a wide range of economic indicators and commissions specific research to ensure our work reflects the latest understanding of the area’s challenges and opportunities. In this section you can access these reports and the evidence base which underpins our Build Back Better plan. Click on the links below to find out more:

Economy dashboard >

Clean Growth dashboard >

Future Growth dashboard >

Hinkley Point C dashboard >

View all our dashboards >

Build Back Better evidence base >

Inclusive growth >

Further research undertaken by our local authority partners can be accessed here:

Devonomics >

Somerset Trends >



		









	News
	Contact
	General enquiries >
	Media enquiries >
	Inward Investment enquiries >
	Business enquiries >
	Freedom of information requests >
	Seeking LEP endorsements >



	
	
		
			Search the pages and PDFs throughout the website
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			The page can’t be found.

		
		
		It looks like nothing was found at this location.
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				The Heart of the South West Local Enterprise Partnership is one of 38 LEPs in England. Our purpose is to lead and influence economic growth, job creation and prosperity across the Heart of the South West area covering Devon, Plymouth, Somerset and Torbay.
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Name*


Email*


Telephone number*


Location of business*


Topic or description of issue*


By ticking this box, you acknowledge that you have read our Privacy Policy. We process all personal data in accordance with the Data Protection Act. For further information please refer to our Privacy Policy.


		

		

		










				

				

						

					

		

								

					

		
				

		

				
		
					
						
							
					
			
							
						
				
			David Ralph
		

				

				
				
			Chief Executive
		

				

				
				
								
				David Ralph started as Chief Executive of Heart of South West LEP at the beginning of June 2018. Previously, he had spent 5 years as CEO of the Derby, Derbyshire, Nottingham, Nottinghamshire (D2N2) LEP from 2013 where he oversaw the development of the D2N2 Strategic Economic Plan and sector strategies, 3 Growth Deals with HM Government to deliver a £1billion capital investment programme, securing and implementing £200m ESIF programme, the Derby and Nottingham Enterprise Zone, the D2N2 Skills Deal and Time for Innovation programme, community fund and led the executive team to develop the HS2 East Midlands hub. He was also closely involved in the proposed North Midlands Devolution Deal and one of the key architects in establishing the Midlands Engine, chairing the officer steering group. Whilst in this role David was a NED of the Nottingham Enterprise Zone, and Marketing NG, the Outer Estates Foundation and a Governor of Nottingham College and on the advisory Board of Nottingham Business School.
Before the East Midlands, David was CEO of the Have Gateway Partnership working closely with local stakeholders including the ports of Felixstowe, Harwich and Ipswich and BT Adadastral Park across Suffolk and Essex and prior to that was Chief Exec of the Barton Hill New Deal for Communities programme in Bristol and the Nelm Development Trust in Norwich.
David is a keen sailor, walker and trail runner.
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