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Hardest Hit Sectors Nuclear

Why is it Important to our Recovery? 
The Nuclear sector is a transformational 
opportunity for the area’s manufacturing 
and engineering sector, worth an estimated 
£50 billion to the region. Playing a vital 
role in delivering Carbon Net Zero, it also 
contributes to an up-lift in the local skills base, 
supporting higher value jobs and business 
growth. The first new nuclear reactors in a 
generation, are under construction in Somerset 
and are the largest infrastructure project in the 
UK valued in excess of £20bn of which 60% 
of that is expected to be contracted within the 
South West and the rest of the UK. 

Hinkley Point C (HPC) to-date has created more 
than 10,000 job opportunities, a new training 
academy and trained 664 apprentices. The 
impact has been transformative, with 40% of 
the workforce being recruited from the local 
area. Almost 1,000 companies across the South 
West have benefitted, with £1.7 billion spent  
to date. 

The wider nuclear life cycle (defence, 
decommissioning, plant life extension and 
advanced nuclear technologies) are potentially 
worth an additional £30 billion to SW economy, 
opening up global markets not only in Nuclear 
but also in Offshore Wind and Defence. 

1

The Heart of the South West (HotSW) LEP 
has identified eight key sectors that have 
been severely affected by the impact of the 
COVID-19 crisis.

Overall, whilst our region has had a low incidence 
of the disease, we have been hit disproportionately 
hard economically. The Heart of the South West has:

• 7 of the 25 local authority areas in England and 
Wales with the most jobs at risk (source: RSA) 

• 8 local authority areas expected to experience a 
loss in output greater than the national average of 
35% (source: Centre for Progressive Policy). 

Across HotSW the sectors hit hardest so far are:

Nuclear, Marine, Aerospace, Construction, Tourism 
and the Visitor Economy, Culture (and Creative) 
Manufacturing and the High Street. 

As set out in the published HotSW Route Map 
to Recovery in June, we are working with local 
businesses to understand better how we can 
support these sectors through these challenges, and 
hopefully future opportunities.

So, as part of our Recovery Plan - which in addition 
to these eight factsheets on each of the key sectors 
- we will produce a Building Back Statement; and 
following conversations with Government and 
emerging plans from local partners; we will produce 
a final Recovery Plan later in the year.
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How has it been Affected by the Covid-19 Pandemic? 

HPC is 4 years into 10 year build. Construction is currently continuing 
with approximately a quarter of the workforce and the ‘new normal’ 
ways of working including social distancing are creating challenges. 
Historically, tightness of the labour market had contributed to a very 
small talent pool of critical workers for the operation but this crisis now 
offers opportunities for people from other affected sectors to move 
into nuclear construction.

What is Already Happening? 

The HPC Supply Chain Team currently supports businesses to bid 
for and win HPC Contracts and also hosts a Nuclear Workforce 
Development Manager to act as the conduit between Tier 1 
Contractors, local supply chains and training providers to fill critical 
skills gaps. Other local assets that support the construction of HPC 

Nuclear

and its legacy include the National 
College for Nuclear (SW Hub) which 
provides relevant training courses; 
Somerset Energy Innovation Centres 
which bring the nuclear/low carbon 
energy sector within a campus setting 
for on-boarding, collaboration, business 
support and innovation opportunities; and, 
the SW Nuclear Hub which is collaborating on 
a nuclear innovation technology pipeline including a 
SIPF bid.

Nationally, there is also learning from business support pilots 
such as ‘Made Smarter’ in the North West and an Expression of 
Interest has been submitted to BEIS to roll this programme out across 
the region. 
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LOCKDOWN
Minimise negative impacts 
during lockdown, such as:

• LOSS OF BUSINESS

• LOSS OF PRODUCTIVITY

• LOSS OF JOBS

RESTART
Restart the economy by:

REVITALISE 
Accelerate recovery through local interventions that:

GROW
Move to a better economy which has:

•  Supporting businesses to re-open
•  Getting newly unemployed back to work (including through re-training)
•  Support hardest hit sectors (including bedrock)

•  Start to build back better
•  Support bedrock and growth sectors
•  Promote economic growth and create new jobs
•  Train residents to access jobs

•  Higher GVA and productivity
•  Better quality jobs
•  More innovation and R&D
•  Lower carbon emissions
•  Less inequality and exclusion



REVITALISE GROW

• Align external funding streams such 
as the Adult Education Budget and 
Apprenticeship Levy to support 
employment and retraining, 
apprenticeships, supply chain 
support and curriculum development 
(including online) 

• Release funding from the Nuclear 
Sector Deal to continue the HPC 
Supply Chain Service

• Implement HPC Supply Chain good 
practice across the wider nuclear 
lifecycle

• Enable pilot programmes such 
as ‘Made Smarter’ or other 
manufacturing / engineering support 
(including capital grants) to be rolled 
out in the SW region.

• Progress the Mechanical, Heating 
and Electrical Innovation Factory 
Integrator as a supply chain support 
facility, allowing a ‘safe space’ for 
collaboration and innovation to 
meet specific nuclear standards/
equipment, thus creating a cluster of 
expertise, resulting in new contracts 
and long term legacy

• Implement a cross LEP knowledge 
transfer project to ensure that the 
activity developed specifically for 
HPC can be utilised into other 
sectors, thus ensuring its legacy

• Work with DIT to market the South 
West as a significant nuclear region 
for foreign direct investment, 
targeting the French market 
specifically and to promote nuclear 
export capability at new overseas 
markets

• Raise the profile of the SW as a 
viable nuclear region across the 
whole life-cycle

• Advance opportunities for 
diversification of the advanced 
engineering supply chain

• Support innovation to ensure that the 
region is able to participate with the 
development of advanced nuclear 
technologies, especially the Nuclear 
fusion STEP programme as well as 
Small Modular Reactors 

RESTART

Building Back Better in the Heart of the South West - Nuclear3


