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Major Route Network Consultation 
 
Introduction 
In July 2017 the Department for Transport launched a transport investment plan for Britain, setting out 
its proposals for investing in transport infrastructure, particularly the road network. One of the key 
proposals was the creating of a Major Road Network, comprised of the most important local authority 
routes, which would be complementary to the Highways England Strategic Road Network of Motorways 
and Trunk Roads. This proposal followed the recommendations from a study by the Rees Jeffreys Road 
Fund, who recognised the important role played by important local authority A roads, and the disparity 
in funding between these roads and the Highways England network. 
 
On 23rd December 2017 the Secretary of State published a consultation document on the proposals for 
the Major Road network. The consultation runs until 19 March 2018. 
 
A key proposal is that the funding for enhancement of the Major Road Network should come from the 
National Roads Fund, which from 2020/21 will be derived from vehicle excise duty, and will be the core 
source of funding for the Highways England network. This would give a higher and more secure funding 
stream for development of the Major Road Network. 
 
Government’s objective is to more enable optimum use of the key local authority highway routes in 
reducing congestion, supporting economic growth and unlocking land for housing. 
The consultation questions cover:- 

 criteria for definition of the Major Road Network 

 planning for investment, including creation of a regional evidence base and the use of regional 
partnerships including LEPs in areas where there is not already a sub-national transport body 

 criteria on the scale and nature of enhancement projects 

 the routes which are to be included in the MRN 
 

The Local Transport Authorities in the South West Peninsula have been working together to agree a 
joint response to the consultation, as have the Local Enterprise Partnerships. Discussions are also 
ongoing regarding the formation of a sub-national transport body covering a wider geographical area.  
 
Routes to be Included in the Major Route Network 
 
The quantitative criteria which have been used by government in developing their proposals for the 
MRN relate to traffic flow and the proportion of goods vehicle traffic. There can be other reasons for 
including routes, such as the need to ensure coherence of the network, and to link major settlements or 
centres of transport activity such as ports and airports. 
 
The routes proposed by the DfT to comprise the MRN are shown in red on the attached plan. They 
include some links which have previously been considered by the LTB for improvements, when 
formulating its initial programme, such as the A39 between the M5 and Glastonbury. The Highways 



 

 

England motorways and trunk roads are shown in blue on the map. 
 
The Local Transport Authorities in the South West Peninsula are proposing that a number of routes be 
added to the MRN – these are shown in green and purple dash on the attached map. Some of these 
proposed additions meet the DfT flow based criteria, while others are put forward in view of their 
network significance. 
 
 

 


