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Paper D 

National Productivity Investment Fund 

Recommendation: This report is for noting. 

Introduction 

At the meeting in June 2017 the LTB received a report on bids to the transport element of the 

National Productivity Investment Fund. This report gives the outcome of the bid round.  

 

The National Productivity Investment Fund (NPIF) 

As part of the Autumn Statement in 2016 the government announced the creation of a National 

Productivity Investment Fund (NPIF). This is intended to support investment in the types of 

infrastructure which are important for boosting productivity, such as transport, housing, digital 

communications and research and development. The funding is intended to tackle barriers to 

growth, such as congestion on transport networks. 

The fund is £23bn in total, of which £1.1bn capital is for overcoming barriers on the local road 

network. Earlier in 2017 government allocated £185m directly to local transport authorities for 

upgrading local roads in 2017/18, and alongside this allocated £220m to Highways England for 

projects to tackle pinch-points on the motorway and trunk road network. 

In April the Department for Transport (DfT) announced a bidding round for the Transport NPIF for 

2018/19 and 2019/20.  A total of £490m has been made available, with £250m in 2018/19. Bids 

were to be submitted by 30 June 2017. 

Announcement of successful bids 

On 19 October the Secretary of State announced which bids had been successful. – nationally 76 

projects were announced, with an allocation of £245m NPIF towards total scheme costs of £408m. 

Four HotSW schemes have been successful in securing NPIF funding as shown in the table below – 

neither of the schemes submitted by Somerset has been funded. Torbay did not submit a bid. 

 

Authority Scheme Description NPIF £m Total  

£m 

Plymouth Morlaix Drive Access 

Improvement & Bus 

Priority Scheme 

Addressing a traffic pinch point by creating 

a new link for buses, providing direct 

access to Derriford Hospital Bus 

Interchange. The scheme will widen the 

existing road connecting Brest Road to 

Derriford Hospital enabling two-way bus 

operation. 

3.31 5.03 



Plymouth Forder Valley 

Interchange 

Upgrading the capacity of Forder Valley 

Road where it joins the A38 Parkway, with 

improved walking and cycling facilities. This 

is complementary to the Forder Valley Link 

Road, and supports growth area to the 

north of Plymouth. 

5.00 8.53 

Devon Sherford Main Street Creation of the Main Street through the 

Sherford new community, completing the 

link between the A379 and A38, supporting 

the development of 4200 homes 

5.00 8.01 

Devon Exeter Eastern 

Growth Area 

Capacity upgrade at the A30/ Moor Lane 

roundabout, delivery of the East of Exeter 

cycle routes, a Park and Change site at 

Exeter Science Park and expansion of the 

electric bicycle network. This will support 

development of 2000 houses at 

Mosshayne as well as the continued 

growth at Cranbrook and Skypark. 

4.16 7.20 

 

The Morlaix Drive bus priority scheme at Plymouth is one of the projects which was in the LTB’s 

prioritised GD3 programme, as was the cycle route element of the Exeter Eastern Growth Area bid. 

Inter-relationship with bids to Highways England Growth and Housing Fund 

The Forder Valley interchange project at Plymouth and Moor Lane roundabout at Exeter had also 

been the subject of bids to the Highways England Growth and Housing fund. Assessment of those 

bids had been progressing well, but after the implications of the successful NPIF allocation for Forder 

Valley Interchange had been assessed the bid for GHF support for this project was withdrawn. 

The bid for Moor Lane roundabout has been revised and is still to be considered as a candidate for 

GHF support. 

Potential for a Further NPIF bid round 

The recent announcement only committed half of the funding which had been made available by 

DfT. Hence there may be a second call for bids in due course. 

 


