
 

 

Local Transport Board - 14 March 2017 
 
PAPER D     Growth Deal 3 Update        
 
This report is provided inform the LTB of the outcome of the Growth Deal 3 bid, and to advise of the steps 
which will be taken now to progress schemes towards delivery. 
 
The overall LEP priorities for Growth Deal 3 were submitted to government on 28 July 2016 through a 
prioritised bid for £110 million from the Local Growth Fund. 
 
In the Autumn Statement a South West total of £191m was announced. On 23 February 2017 
government announced the settlements by LEP area - for the Heart of the South West LEP of £43.57m. 
This is profiled across the financial years to 2020/2021 with half of the allocation in the final year. 
 
The government announcement listed support for the top 10 projects in the LEP bid, including four 
transport and access projects. 

– Somerset Innovation Centre Phase 3, Bridgwater 
– Connecting Devon & Somerset Broadband and 4G Mobile Package 
– Youth Construction Skills, Torbay 
– South Devon College High Tech Centre, Torbay – photonics cluster 
– iAero Centre, Yeovil – aerospace innovation 
– Next generation ICT training project “BlueScreen – Project X” Plymouth 
– Houghton Barton growth area, Newton Abbot 
– Toneway capacity upgrade, Taunton 
– Huntspill Energy Park, Bridgwater 
– Plymouth Central station 

 
The total settlement of £43.57 million is less than the aggregate sum of the bids for these projects and 
hence the allocation to each project will be reduced by 6% in order to allow for this shortfall and to make 
provision for project management. 
 
Transport and Access Projects 
 
Summary information for each of these projects (as shown in the July 2016 submission) is given below. 
 
Houghton Barton growth area, Newton Abbot 

– Link road, park & change site, cycleway to unlock urban extension at Houghton Barton, West of 
Newton Abbot 

– £3m LGF bid with £4.5m match funding 
– Outputs 110 jobs, 1,150 dwellings, 4,000 sq m employment floorspace, 1,000 learners 

 
 
Toneway capacity upgrade, Taunton – Phase 1 Creech Castle 

– Junction capacity enhancement on route from M5 into Taunton, supporting urban extension at 
Monkton Heathfield and Crownhill Industrial estate and growth in Taunton 

– £6.7m LGF bid with £3.08m match funding 



 

 

– Outputs 3,000 dwellings, 18,000 sq m employment floorspace 
 
 
Huntspill Energy Park, Bridgwater 

– Infrastructure to unlock 91 hectare brown field site linked to nuclear smart specialisation, 
including new highway link to bypass existing community 

– £4.12m LGF bid with £4.12m match 
– Outputs 2,611 jobs, 177,060 sq m employment floorspace, 91 Ha employment land 

 
Plymouth Central station 

– Transformational project to redevelop station as key gateway including replacement multi-storey 
car park releasing site for new university faculty building, student accommodation and other 
commercial opportunities 

– £5m LGF bid with £36.04m match 
– Outputs 989 jobs, 1,431 housing units, 9,000 sq m employment floorspace, 3,169 learners, 103 

business assists, 87 businesses created 
 
It is recognised that it is some time since the initial expressions of interest for Growth Deal 3 schemes 
were submitted, in Summer 2015. It is therefore to be expected that, in developing the projects, some 
elements may have changed. 
 
Hence, discussions are to be held in the next month with the promoters of each of these projects in order 
to learn of the latest position, and to develop a shared understanding of the process and timescales 
which need to be followed towards business case approval. 
 
Two of the four projects – Huntspill Energy Park, Bridgwater and Plymouth Central Station are not 
straightforward transport schemes, but combine transport components with major workspace elements. 
It has therefore that the business case process to be adopted will include elements of the appraisal 
processes used by both the LTB and the LEP Strategic Investment Panel. 


