
Local Transport Board 12 September 2017 

Paper F Growth Deal 1 – Edginswell and Marsh Barton stations - New Stations Fund 

Recommendation: To be circulated at the meeting 

Introduction 

Two of the Growth Deal 1 transport projects involve the construction of new railway stations on 

the route between Exeter and Torbay. The new stations would be at Marsh Barton, Exeter and 

Edginswell, Torbay. 

These projects are part of the Devon Metro rail initiative, which will see the frequency of the local 

train service between Exeter and Paignton doubled from December 2018. The stations would 

meet the growing demand for local rail travel for employment, education and leisure. Both have 

strong business cases which have been approved by the Local Transport Board. 

The two stations were initially included in the funding bid to Government as a single project. 

However, since the delivery would be promoted by separate authorities, Devon and Torbay, it was 

decided to treat them in the Growth Deal transport programme as separate projects. 

Marsh Barton Station achieved Programme Entry approval at the LTB on 31 July 2014 and Final 

Approval at the LTB on 9 July 2015. 

Edginswell Station achieved Programme Entry approval at the LTB on 15 September 2015 

The Growth Deal allocation for Marsh Barton is £3.522m, and for Edginswell it is £4.0m. 

Summary information for each station is given in Appendices 1 and 2, which are extracts from the 

most recent LTB Business Case report for each station. 

Development of the station projects 

Having achieved Final Approval in 2015 Devon County Council awarded a Design and Build 

contract for the delivery of Marsh Barton station. After significant challenges as a consequence of 

changes in the required standards the design has now reached the point of approval by Network 

Rail (GRIP 5). The necessary planning consent has been secured. 

Marsh Barton is therefore in a position for construction to commence, subject to agreement on 

possessions from Network Rail, and subject to confidence that sufficient funding is available. 

Edginswell has progressed through the stages of option selection and has reached the stage 

where a single option has been identified and designed in outline (GRIP 3). The necessary 

planning consent has been secured. 

Cost increases for the New Stations 

The estimated costs for these projects have risen significantly since the business cases were 

developed. The process of design development has not been straightforward, with changes in 

Network Rail standards having implications for both cost and delivery timescales. 



In the case of Marsh Barton the estimated project cost at Final Approval was £7.42m and the 

revised figure assessed in relation to a September 2017 start on site (not now possible) was 

£13.7m. The Benefit to Cost ratio at Final Approval was 7.7. 

For Edginswell the estimated cost at Programme Entry was £9.21m and at the time of the New 

Stations Fund application in November 2016 was £12.94m. The Benefit to Cost ratio at 

Programme Entry was 11.15. 

New Stations Fund Applications 

In 2016 Government announced a second round of funding in the New Stations Fund, with £20m 

being made available. Bids were to be submitted in November 2016. 

For Marsh Barton Devon County Council have secured significant match funding, but there is still a 

significant shortfall. Devon therefore bid for £3.0m additional support from the New Stations 

Fund. 

At the time that the Programme Entry bid for Edginswell was considered by the LTB it was already 

apparent that there would be a funding shortfall, and that a future round of New Stations funding 

would be a potential way of mitigating this. Hence Torbay bid for £7.739m support from the New 

Stations Fund. 

The LEP supported both of these New Stations Fund bids, providing supporting letters which 

confirmed the Local Growth Fund sums committed to the station schemes. 

In late July Government announced the outcome of the new Stations Fund bid round. 

Disappointingly neither March Barton nor Edginswell was approved for funding. Support was 

announced for 5 projects, totalling £16m allocation out of the £20m available. These were:- 

Horden, Peterlee - £4.4m towards total cost of £10.55m 

Warrington West - £4.23 towards total cost of £17.2m 

Reading Green Park - £2.3m towards total cost of £16.5m 

Bow Street, Ceredigion - £3.94 towards total cost of £6.76m 

Portway, Bristol - £1.67m towards total cost of £2.23m 

Devon and Torbay were advised by DfT that the strategic case for Marsh Barton and Edginswell 

was sound, but that the cost of each project was greater than DfT had expected. In each case DfT 

has offered the authority a meeting with them and Network Rail to discuss how the cost issues 

might be tackled and how the projects might be progressed. These meetings have now been fixed 

for the first week in October. 

DfT have confirmed orally that the remaining £4m from this New Stations Fund round is still 

available if additional projects satisfy their criteria for funding. 

Programme Management 

The LEP Strategic Investment Panel (SIP) conducts a monthly review of progress with delivery of 

the Growth Deal programme. In doing so it is very mindful of the pressure from both Government 

and local authorities for the LEP to achieve targets in terms of both expenditure and outputs. 

With the delays to delivery timescale and questions about match funding for these two projects 

SIP has asked the LTB to review progress on these two station projects. 



Following the outcome of the New Stations Fund round Devon and Torbay were therefore asked 

to provide an update on their delivery proposals for these two projects in time for this meeting of 

the LTB. In particular they were asked to give an indication of their programme going forward, in 

order that a judgement could be made about whether they still represent value for money and 

deliverable Growth Deal investments. 

The letters from the two authorities are included as Appendices 3 and 4. 

The views of the LTB will subsequently be considered by SIP and the LEP Board. 



Appendix 1 Marsh Barton Summary from Final Approval Business Case 

 

SCHEME SUMMARY  

Scheme Name Marsh Barton Rail Station Date 04/07/14 

Scheme 

Scheme Description 
 
Marsh Barton is Exeter's largest trading estate, and one of the largest employment sites in the region, with around 6,000  
existing jobs planned to increase to 8,000 jobs.  The Estate attracts large numbers of commuters in the peak periods, but 
has poor transport links. With extremely limited alternatives to the private car, the estate attracts considerable numbers of 
car trips through congested corridors including the A379, Bridge Road, Topsham Road, A377 Alphington Road and the 
junction at Countess Wear. Around 6,000 new houses at South West Exeter and Newcourt – on top of growth elsewhere in 
Exeter, South and East Devon – will generate significant increases in travel. This will increase the pressure on these 
corridors, including the busiest and most congested of all of Exeter’s radial routes, as well as the local road network within 
Marsh Barton. 
 
The project will deliver a new station at Marsh Barton immediately to the south of Clapperbrook Lane. The station will be  
served by the existing mix of local trains between Exeter and Newton Abbot. Although an enhanced local service frequency  
is a key aspiration this is excluded from the scope of the station project and is not assessed within the station business 
case.  
  
The station will have two 124 metre platforms, capable of handling six car Class 150 multiple unit formations, lit to the latest  
NR LED lighting standards. The platforms will be connected by a footbridge, with steps and ramps, lit using handrail  
mounted LED lighting.  
  
Each platform will include: Waiting Shelter; Ticket Vending Machine; CCTV security system; Customer Information System; 
Public Address System; Help Point; Station signage and information boards. 
  
Access to the station will entail:  

 Limited vehicular access for drop off and disabled vehicle parking to the east of the railway - further drop off will be 
possible on public roads to the west; 

 Dedicated pedestrian and cycle access with secure cycle storage facilities; 

 Enhancements to the adjacent junction between Clapperbrook Lane and Alphinbrook Road to improve pedestrian 
and cycle safety. 

 
The station location is shown below: 
 

 

 



Scheme Objectives 
 
In general terms the scheme aims to increase access to the Marsh Barton area, and in doing so provide an alternative to the  
private car and reduce congestion.  
 
The specific scheme objectives are to: 

1) Relieve pressure on highway corridors into Marsh Barton in peak periods   
2) Provide alternative to the private car for travel to and from Marsh Barton  
3) Accommodate development within Marsh Barton and South West Exeter  
4) Improve access to labour force for employers in Marsh Barton   

5) Improve access to employment opportunities from deprived areas of South Devon  
 
 
The outputs of the scheme are 400 jobs created/ safeguarded and 810 houses started by 2021 
 
 

 

  



Appendix 2 Edginswell Station Summary from Programme Entry Business Case 

SCHEME SUMMARY  

Scheme Name Edginswell Rail Station Date 25/09/15 

Scheme 

Scheme Description 
 
The project will deliver a new station parallel to Newton Road and Riviera Way, between Brown’s Bridge and Scott’s Bridge, 
in Torquay.  The station will be served by the existing mix of local trains between Paignton, Newton Abbot and Exeter. 
Although an enhanced local service frequency is a key aspiration, this is beyond the scope of the station project and is not 
assessed within the Business Case.  
 
The station will have two 125 metre platforms, capable of handling six car Class 150 multiple unit formations, lit to NR 
lighting standards and with full CCTV coverage. The platforms will be connected by a lit footbridge, with steps and ramps.  
 
Each platform will include:  

 Waiting Shelter  

 Ticket Vending Machine  

 Customer Information System  

 Public Address System  

 Help point  

 Station signage and information boards  
 
Access to the station will entail:  

 A car parking area adjacent to Newton Road (scale to be determined at time of writing) with a drop off /  
pick up area  

 Dedicated pedestrian and cycle access from Riviera Way, in addition to the link from Newton Road 
 
The station location is shown below: 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Scheme Objectives 
 
The new station at Edginswell relates closely with both the South Devon Link Road and Torquay Gateway Highway 
Improvement Scheme, which will provide essential relief to key highway corridors around the area. The station will 
complement these schemes by providing an alternative to travel by private car to the area, improving access to and from a 
range of destinations in a way that neither of these schemes can.  In addition by improving use of the rail network, and 
encouraging modal shift, the scheme will make best use of existing capacity on both the rail and road networks, releasing 
capacity on the latter for captive vehicle trips.  
 
The specific scheme objectives are to: 

6) Promote economic development by improving access to existing as well as planned employment, commercial, and 
housing development sites in the Torquay Gateway; 

7) Improve journey times by public transport from Edginswell to Exeter; 
8) Encourage modal shift by increasing the number of people using the railway from Edginswell. 

 
The outputs for the scheme agreed with the LEP and LTB are: 750 jobs and 550 dwellings by 2022. 
 
 

 
 

 

  



Appendix 3 – Devon County Council Letter

 



 

 





Appendix 4 – Torbay Council Letter 

  



 


