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Greater Connected
TRANSFORMING STRATEGIC CONNECTIVITY
IN SOUTH WEST ENGLAND
An opportunity for local and national government and business leaders to
work together to significantly accelerate economic growth

Introduction

The economic returns from investing in
better connectivity are widely recognised.
The Greater Connected strategy, agreed in
2014 has four specific recommendations
that will:

The five South West LEPs are committed to
working together and with Government; to
ensure strategic projects for the region attract
investment and are delivered quickly, making a
major contribution to UK growth.

• Unlock the economic potential of
the South West by enabling growth
in trade within the region, and both
nationally and internationally
• Better connect key complementary
business clusters in the area to drive
knowledge transfer, innovation and
Mark Duddridge, Chair, Cornwall & Isle of Scilly LEP
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of new
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benefits of investment in connectivity are well understood, and this report presents four
and services specific recommendations that will:
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Unlock and
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• Create a more• flexible
diverse potential of the South West by enabling growth in trade within the region,
and
both
nationally
internationally.
labour market by bringing peopleand
closer
Gordon Page, Chair, Dorset LEP
• Better connect key complementary business clusters in the area to drive knowledge transfer,
to jobs and training
innovation and development of new products and services.

• Create a more attractive inward
• Create a more flexible and diverse labour market by bringing people closer to jobs and training.
investment proposition
•

Create a more attractive inward investment proposition.

Steve Hindley, Chair, Heart of South West
• Improve the quality of life and
• Ultimately, improve the quality of life and prosperity of those living in the South West, and so
prosperity of those living in the South
make an even greater contribution to the success of UK PLC.
West, and so make an even greater
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The Greater
Connected
Strategy presents
four specific
recommendations:

1

Providing East/West and North/South
trunk roads fit for a 21st century
economy through:
• Dualling the whole length of the A303/
A358/A30

2

A new, holistic approach to
rail transport resilience and
quality of product that would
include western access off the
main line direct to Heathrow, and
half-hourly services to Penzance.

• Substantial Improvements to north south
connectivity between the south coast and
M4, as well as A31/A35 corridor.
• Improved access to the road network
through new junctions on the M49 at
Avonmouth and on the M4 east
of junction 19.

3

The extension of electrification
from the Midlands and London
into the South West, and the
replacement of the current rolling
stock with more modern diesel
rolling stock from the Thames Valley

4

A commitment to fund 100%
of premises to have access to
broadband speeds of at least 30Mbps,
and 50% of at least 100Mbps, plus a
commitment to 100% consistent and
unbroken mobile connectivity on the
regional rail network.

Capacity

Speed

Resilience

Our hierarchy of connectivity
opportunities
• Resilient and reliable;
• With faster journey times and
better connectivity
• Sufficient capacity and quality

The South West suffers from a range
of critical connectivity issues, which
combine to create a situation in which
the competitiveness of businesses
is disadvantaged by productivity
inefficiencies and increased costs.
Furthermore, some of these issues act
a clearofdeterrent
for new
business
to united by a call
Even, asasa group
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all stand
locate
and
invest
in
the
South
West.
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Poor intraand inter-regional
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8
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This report signifies an
ongoing desire from the 5
LEPs and their partners in the
South West of England, to
work together where we have
The report
based upon
an independent,
business-led
• isLimited
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but significant increases
in seasonalfor growth.
mutual ambitions
that complements
thedue
existing
connectivity priorities in each of
demand
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As such it is our intention that
the LEPs’ Strategic Economic Plans. It does not seek to revise
this report will be the first
• LEPs’
Broadband
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existinginsufficiency
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of an ongoing series, across
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strengthen
the case
forand flooding
• Inadequate
railprepared
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a broad range of economic
investment in projects that will drive growth and job creation
policy areas.
• whole
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speed
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moves
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LEP,further west
including strategic connectivity, can be found in their strategic
economic plans on their websites.
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This report focuses primarily on land-based transport and internet connectivity, and does not include findings regarding aviation or water-based transport.
Air transport is, of course, a key aspect of connectivity and a vitally important issue for the area. However, it is an issue being addressed by Airports Commission
into runway capacity in the South East, chaired by Sir Howard Davies, who will be submitting his final report after the next election. This Review Panel has
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Connecting a Transformational South West
Economy to UK and Global Markets
Infrastructure investment ranks as the highest of priorities for the South West business community,
and this is clear within all five South West LEPs’ economic plans.
Reversing prolonged under-investment in transport infrastructure releases the region’s potential to
out-perform almost all the rest of the UK, given its strengths in skills, innovation and enterprise.
Connectivity is the main barrier to foreign direct investment and export performance,
which affects the competitiveness and reduces our area’s contribution to UK plc.

The economic and business benefits
The economic benefits of improved connectivity to the South West have been examined in a number
of studies. A transformation of South West connectivity will do more than simply reduce travel times,
improve travel quality and increase download speeds – as crucial as these are. It will unlock the competitive
potential of the region; broaden and enhance trade; enable a step-change in the productivity of the region’s
skilled labour force. Specifically, it will:
• Realise cluster benefits by bringing firms and their employees
closer to business supply-chains and partners, as well as competitors.
• Allow businesses wider access to the region’s labour supply,
increasing productivity through better matching of workers to companies.
• Increase competition, productivity and growth, by opening
the South West to national and international markets.
• Draw in business investment, especially R&D, leading to
greater innovation and reduced business costs.
• Strengthen the existing comparative advantages of the
South West as a place to do business.

