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It’s your LEP and our success in 
attracting more investment relies 
on your involvement. 

Tell your colleagues, business 
contacts and political leaders to 
join us on our journey towards 
transformational growth. 
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The Heart of the South West (HotSW) LEP is a strong and dynamic  
business-led partnership between the private sector, local authorities, 
universities and colleges. 

Our purpose is to lead and influence economic growth, job creation and 
prosperity across the Heart of the South West area covering Devon, 
Plymouth, Somerset and Torbay.

The 39 LEPs across England have mobilised significant support from the 
private sector to boost the impact and sustainability of publicly funded 
regeneration projects. 

What we do

 Identify common priorities

 Attract resources and investment

 Make a difference to prosperity 

A thorough analysis of the opportunities for economic prosperity in the  
Heart of the South West is presented in our Strategic Economic Plan (SEP) 
at www.heartofswlep.co.uk/strategic-economic-plan which sets out the 
rationale to generate growth and attract inward investment from business 
and government.

How we are organised

The LEP has a business led board, chaired by Steve Hindley, chair of Midas, and a 
small core team headed by Chief Executive, Chris Garcia, to coordinate delivery 
with staff from our Local Authorities delivering our Place, People and Business 
thematic projects.

By 2030 these catalysts are expected to have generated growth in excess of the UK 
average and 163,000 new jobs, whilst capitalising on the area’s distinctive assets in  
a global market.

The LEP now has an investment programme of projects with a value approaching 
half a billion pounds – this is a sizeable programme and represents a step change  
in potential for the area.

Our Successes

Our success in securing funding from government and business is testament to  
the credibility of HotSW LEP’s Strategic Economic Plan and shows confidence in  
our ability to deliver. 

HotSW LEP has made great strides forward already; our first two growth deals will 
generate 22,000 new jobs and 11,000 new homes.
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Repositioning the Heart of the South West’s profile and 
reputation, nationally and globally. Connecting people, 
places, businesses and ideas to transform our economy, 
securing investment in infrastructure and skills to create 
more jobs and enable rewarding careers.

Our mission: 

Ambition and Success

What is the Heart of the South West Local Enterprise Partnership?

78,000 businesses, 17 Local Authorities, 2 National Parks, 4 Universities, 10 FE Colleges

DEVON

SOMERSET

PLYMOUTH

TORBAY

The priorities for growth are set out under the three leadership themes: Place,  
People and Business; these groups are made up of partners from across the sectors  
and are business chaired and led. The success of our Strategic Economic Plan will  
be measured against three objectives; each dependent on securing investment and  
partner engagement.
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