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Executive summary 
Peter Brett Associates has commissioned MOLA to carry out a historic environment 
assessment in advance of proposed A386 road improvements between Crownhill and 
Derriford Roundabout in the City of Plymouth in South Devon. The scheme covers a 1.4km 
stretch of main road (‘the Tavistock Road’) connecting the city centre in the south to 
Tavistock in the north via Crownhill, Derriford and Yelverton. It involves improvements to add 
capacity to Derriford Roundabout in the north and the A386 junction with William Prance 
Road in the south. The proposal would entail the slight widening of the existing roads and 
roundabout, upgrading road surfacing and the addition of retaining walls along William 
Prance Road at the intersection with the A386 road. 
This desk-based study assesses the impact on buried heritage assets (archaeological 
remains, including earthworks). Although above ground heritage assets (historic structures) 
are not discussed in detail, they have been noted where they assist in the archaeological 
interpretation of the site. Buried heritage assets that might potentially be affected comprise: 

x Possible remains of footings of post-medieval buildings. Historic maps show 
buildings around the cross-roads with Coleridge Lane labelled as “Crown Hill” and 
“Castle Farm Inn”. These were demolished with the realignment of Tavistock Road 
and the later construction of a reservoir for Plymouth Leat. The footings of these 
buildings, and of any roadside settlement not shown on historic maps, may exist 
under the present road, and are likely to be of low heritage significance. 

x Possible remains of earlier road surfaces and associated features. The route 
from Plymouth to Tavistock appears on early historic maps, and probably has 
medieval origins. Although the alignment of the road near the mid-19th century 
Crownhill Fort (a scheduled monument), 25m north-west of the proposed 
improvements, was altered with the fort’s construction, the majority of the present 
alignment follows that of the earlier one. Remains of earlier road surfaces may 
survive beneath the existing road, along with roadside ditches, of low significance. 

x Previously unrecorded prehistoric remains. The site lies on the edge of 
Dartmoor, an area of known prehistoric occupation from the Mesolithic to Iron Age. 
Possible barrows and enclosures have been identified within the vicinity although 
current understanding of the nature and extent of prehistoric activity is limited due to 
the few archaeological investigations that have been carried out. The significance of 
prehistoric remains would depend upon their nature and extent. 

There is considered to be a low potential for remains dating from the Roman and medieval 
periods. The site lay beyond the known settlement centres and in the later medieval and 
post-medieval periods occupied agricultural fields and the earlier Tavistock Road. Within 
much of the site archaeological survival is expected to be high owing to the lack of past 
building development, although in places archaeological remains will have likely been locally 
truncated by modern services beneath and alongside road and pavement surfaces. 
The proposed ground disturbance is relatively small in area. Widening would involve 
stripping of topsoil and pavement within a fairly narrow strip, which would potentially have an 
impact on any underlying archaeological remains. The excavation of any new service and 
drainage trenches, along with foundation trenches for the retaining walls, would have a 
localised impact on any archaeological remains within the footprint of each construction. 
In view of the relatively minor nature of the proposed ground disturbance and the generally 
low potential of these areas to contain significant remains, along with possible Health and 
Safety issues of carrying out investigations along a busy road, it is considered unlikely that 
the local authority would request preliminary archaeological evaluation. It probable that an 
archaeological watching brief would be required during the proposed stripping/ground works, 
in order to ensure that any archaeological remains were not removed without record. Any 
archaeological work would need to be undertaken in accordance with an approved Written 
Scheme of Investigation (WSI) and could be carried out under the terms of a standard 
archaeological planning condition set out under the granting of planning consent. 
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1 Introduction 

1.1 Origin and scope of the report 
1.1.1 Peter Brett Associates has commissioned MOLA (Museum of London Archaeology) 

to carry out a historic environment assessment in advance of proposed road 
improvement works on the A386 between Derriford roundabout and William Prance 
Road junction, Derriford, in Plymouth in South Devon (National Grid Reference 
249337 59662: Fig 1). The scheme covers a 1.4km stretch of main road in the north 
of Plymouth city, connecting the city centre in the south to Tavistock in the north via 
Crownhill, Derriford and Yelverton. It involves improvements to add capacity to 
Derriford Roundabout in the north and the A386 junction with William Prance Road 
in the south, including improved bus priority and pedestrian and cycling facilities.  

1.1.2 This desk-based study assesses the impact of the scheme on buried heritage 
assets (archaeological remains). It forms an initial stage of investigation of the area 
of proposed development (hereafter referred to as the ‘site’) and may be required in 
relation to the planning process in order that the local planning authority (LPA) can 
formulate an appropriate response in the light of the impact upon any known or 
possible heritage assets. These are parts of the historic environment which are 
considered to be significant because of their historic, evidential, aesthetic and/or 
communal interest.  

1.1.3 This report deals solely with the archaeological implications of the development and 
does not cover possible built heritage issues, except where buried parts of historic 
fabric are likely to be affected. Above ground assets (ie, designated and 
undesignated historic structures and conservation areas) on the site or in the vicinity 
that are relevant to the archaeological interpretation of the site are discussed. Whilst 
the significance of above ground assets is not assessed in this archaeological 
report, direct physical impacts upon such arising from the development proposals 
are noted. The report does not assess issues in relation to the setting of above 
ground assets (eg visible changes to historic character and views).  

1.1.4 The assessment has been carried out in accordance with the requirements of the 
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) (DCLG 2012, 2014; see section 10 of 
this report) and to standards specified by the Institute for Archaeologists (IfA Oct 
2012/Nov 2012) and English Heritage (2008). Under the ‘Copyright, Designs and 
Patents Act’ 1988 MOLA retains the copyright to this document. 

1.1.5 Note: within the limitations imposed by dealing with historical material and maps, the 
information in this document is, to the best knowledge of the author and MOLA, 
correct at the time of writing. Further archaeological investigation, more information 
about the nature of the present buildings, and/or more detailed proposals for 
redevelopment may require changes to all or parts of the document. 

1.2 Designated heritage assets 
1.2.1 The site does not contain any nationally designated (protected) heritage assets, 

such as scheduled monuments, listed buildings or registered parks and gardens, 
nor does it lie within a conservation area or archaeological priority area.  

1.2.2 The site lies immediately east of Crownhill Fort (HEA 1), and 610m north of Bowden 
Battery (HEA 2). Both are scheduled monuments of very high (national) significance 
that are protected by law. Crownhill Fort was built between 1863–72 as part of a 
series of defences which protected the city of Plymouth and Devonport Dockyard 
from attack by land. It survives as an earthwork and rock cut. Bowden Battery is a 
mid- to late 19th century fortified gun battery. 

1.2.3 The site does not contain any listed buildings. One listed building lies within 200m of 
the site, the gate piers and flanking walls to early 19th century Powisland House are 
Grade II listed, 190m north of the site (HEA 51). 
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1.3 Aims and objectives 
1.3.1 The aim of the assessment is to:  

x identify the presence of any known or potential buried heritage assets that 
may be affected by the proposals; 

x describe the significance of such assets, as required by national planning 
policy (see section 9 for planning framework and section 10 for 
methodology used to determine significance); 

x assess the likely impacts upon the significance of the assets arising from 
the proposals; and 

x provide recommendations to further assessment where necessary of the 
historic assets affected, and/or mitigation aimed at reducing or removing 
completely any adverse impacts upon buried heritage assets and/or their 
setting. 
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2 Methodology and sources consulted 
2.1.1 For the purposes of this report the documentary and cartographic sources, including 

results from any archaeological investigations in the site and a study area around it 
were examined in order to determine the likely nature, extent, preservation and 
significance of any buried heritage assets that may be present within the site or its 
immediate vicinity and has been used to determine the potential for previously 
unrecorded heritage assets of any specific chronological period to be present within 
the site. 

2.1.2 In order to set the site into its full archaeological and historical context, information 
was collected on the known historic environment features within a 750m-radius 
study area around the area of proposed development, as held by the primary 
repository of such information within Plymouth. These comprise the Plymouth 
Historic Environment Record (HER) as maintained by the City of Plymouth planning 
authority. The HER includes information from past investigations, local knowledge, 
find spots, and documentary and cartographic sources. The National Record of the 
Historic Environment (NRHE), a similar, national database managed by English 
Heritage was also consulted via the Pastscape website. The study area was 
considered through professional judgement to be appropriate to characterise the 
historic environment of the site. Occasionally there may be reference to assets 
beyond this study area, where appropriate, e.g., where such assets are particularly 
significant and/or where they contribute to current understanding of the historic 
environment. 

2.1.3 In addition, the following sources were consulted: 
x English Heritage – information on statutory designations including 

scheduled monuments and listed buildings  
x Plymouth Record Office – historic maps and published histories 
x Groundsure– historic Ordnance Survey maps from the first edition (1860–

70s) to the present day; 
x British Geological Survey (BGS) – solid and drift geology digital map; 

online BGS geological borehole record data 
x Peter Brett Associates - red line site boundary. 
x Internet - web-published material including LPA local plan, and information 

on conservation areas and locally listed buildings.  
2.1.4 Plymouth and the surrounding area was heavily urbanised in the decades following 

the Second World War. Historic mapping shows that the areas of Crownhill and 
Derriford were also subject to this, with much of the land that had been open field in 
the pre-war era now covered in housing. In light of this, it is considered that aerial 
photography, which is used to identify crop marks and other features in rural 
landscapes would not yield any further information and has been scoped out of this 
assessment. 

2.1.5 The site is a 1.4km stretch of main road connecting Plymouth in the south to 
Tavistock in the north via Crownhill, Derriford and Yelverton. There is a high volume 
of traffic on the road. For health and safety reasons a site visit was scoped out of 
this desk-based report. The area of the site was viewed from satellite imagery and 
Google Streetview (April 2014). 

2.1.6 Fig 2 shows the location of known historic environment features within the study 
area. These have been allocated a unique historic environment assessment 
reference number (HEA 1, 2, etc), which is listed in a gazetteer at the back of this 
report and is referred to in the text. Where there are a considerable number of listed 
buildings in the study area, only those within the vicinity of the site (i.e. within 100m) 
are included, unless their inclusion is considered relevant to the study. Conservation 
areas are not shown. Archaeological Priority Zones are shown where appropriate. 
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All distances quoted in the text are approximate (within 5m). 
2.1.7 Section 10 sets out the criteria used to determine the significance of heritage 

assets. This is based on four values set out in English Heritage’sConservation 
principles, policies and guidance (2008), and comprise evidential, historical, 
aesthetic and communal value. The report assesses the likely presence of such 
assets within (and beyond) the site, factors which may have compromised 
buriedasset survival (i.e. present and previous land use), as well as possible 
significance.  

2.1.8 Section 11 contains a glossary of technical terms. A full bibliography and list of 
sources consulted may be found in section 13. This section includes non-
archaeological constraints and a list of existing site survey data obtained as part of 
the assessment 
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3 Site location, topography and geology 

3.1 Site location 
3.1.1 The site is a roughly south-west to north-east 1.4km-long section of the A386 road 

between Crownhill and Derriford in the northern part of the city of Plymouth, known 
as Tavistock Road (NGR 249337 59662: Fig 1). The site follows the A386 from 
south of Charlton Road and includes Derriford Roundabout at its northern extent, 
William Prance Road, which runs perpendicular to the east of Tavistock Road is 
also included within the site. The full length of the A386 extends from north 
Plymouth, 3km south-west of the site to Tavistock c 15km north of the site via 
Yelverton. The site is generally bounded to the north and south by residential areas, 
although Crownhill Fort, a scheduled monument (HEA 1) lies 25m north of the 
southern end of the site.  

3.1.2 The site falls within the north-western border of the historic parish of Eggbuckland 
and has been absorbed into the administration of Plymouth City Council. Dartmoor 
National Park lies 5km to the north-east. The coast lies 5.2km to the south. 

3.1.3 The River Plym, one of the two principal rivers in Plymouth, lies 2.5km east of the 
site. The other is the River Tamar, 4.8km to the west. Historic maps note springs c 
200m north of the eastern extent of the site. These springs form the starting points 
of smaller tributaries of the Plym. 

3.2 Topography 
3.2.1 Topography can provide an indication of suitability for settlement, and ground levels 

can indicate whether the ground has been built up or truncated, which can have 
implications for archaeological survival (see section 5.2). 

3.2.2 The surrounding topography comprises gentle hills and valleys and appears 
indicative of the wider Dartmoor topography. Ground levels 125m south of the site 
lie at 100.0m Ordnance Datum (OD), rising to 124.9m OD at the junction to William 
Prance Road as the site crests Crownhill. From this point the ground begins to 
descend northwards into a shallow valley with the ground level lying at 117.0m OD 
immediately south of Derriford Roundabout. The Roundabout has been constructed 
on a slope, and ground levels immediately north of it lie at 125.3 m OD. 

3.3 Geology 
3.3.1 Geology can provide an indication of suitability for early settlement, and potential 

depth of remains.  
3.3.2 The British Geological Survey solid and drift geology map (sheet E348) indicates the 

underlying geology of the site is characterised by Upper Devonian Slates within the 
northern extent as far as William Prance Road, and predominantly Tavy Formation 
Slates to the south. Both formations were created c 359–385 million years ago, and 
are indicative of open seas at the time. The BGS records no overlying superficial 
deposits. 

3.3.3 At present, no geotechnical works have been carried out on the site. The closest 
historic geotechnical investigations were carried out c 125m north-west of the site in 
the area of a former reservoir (HEA 15). Despite this proximity, it is considered that 
the nature of deposits observed there does not reflect the natural geology of the 
site. 

3.3.4 Historic boreholes, drilled in 1990 prior to the construction of Crownhill Library, 
450m south-west of the site, record 0.5m thick topsoil overlying 0.6m of firm orange 
brown silty clay this extended to a depth of 1.1m below ground level (mbgl) and 
overlay natural shale deposits (BGS ref. SX45NE340). 

3.3.5 Further historic boreholes, were drilled 500m east of Derriford Roundabout within 



 Historic environment assessment ¤ MOLA 2014 
 

7 
P:\DEVO\1007\na\Assessments\A386 Improvement HEA_06-10-2014.docx 

the grounds of Derriford Hospital by L. G. Mouchel& Partners. They record 0.1m of 
topsoil overlying a deposit of gravel, cobbles and boulders extending to 1.4mbgl, 
this deposit has been interpreted as a Head deposit overlying natural shale (BGS 
ref. SX45NE360). 
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4 Archaeological and historical background 

4.1 Overview of past investigations 
4.1.1 The archaeological potential of the site is not well understood due to the relatively 

limited number of past archaeological investigations. To date a total of five have 
been conducted within the study area, three within 200m of Derriford Roundabout 
(HEA 53, 54 and 56) in the north of the site. These took the form of evaluations that 
produced no evidence of archaeological remains. One investigation undertaken at 
the proposed medical centre at Derriford Hospital, 660m east of the site (HEA 55), 
produced possible remains of 13th–15th century date with evidence of quarrying 
during the 19th century. An evaluation at Derriford Barton Science Park, 800m east 
of Derriford Roundabout (HEA 52) recorded pastureland with some 19th century 
pottery sherds, and a single flint artefact. As a result, the archaeological 
understanding of the site is limited, in particular for periods not represented in the 
documentary or cartographic record.  

4.1.2 The main evidence for the archaeological potential of the site comprises HER 
findspots within the study area. These indicate high post-medieval activity 
associated with the nearby Crownhill Fort (HEA 1) and Second World War 
defences. There is a paucity of Roman and medieval remains within the study area. 
The archaeology of the Roman period is not well understood in the Plymouth area, 
as investigations have focussed on the legionary fort of Isca (Exeter) and sites along 
the north Devon coast and Cornwall. The medieval history of the area has been 
centred on the development of Plymouth and its establishment as a port and later a 
naval base. 

4.1.3 The results of these investigations, along with other known sites and finds within the 
study area, are discussed by period, below. The date ranges below are 
approximate. 

4.2 Chronological summary 

Prehistoric period (800,000 BC–AD 43) 
4.2.1 The Lower (800,000–250,000 BC) and Middle (250,000–40,000 BC) Palaeolithic 

saw alternating warm and cold phases and intermittent perhaps seasonal 
occupation. During the Upper Palaeolithic (40,000–10,000 BC), after the last glacial 
maximum, and in particular after around 13,000 BC, further climate warming took 
place and the environment changed from steppe-tundra to birch and pine woodland. 
It is probably at this time that England saw continuous occupation. Erosion has 
removed much of the Palaeolithic landsurfaces and finds are typically residual.There 
are no known finds dated to this period within the study area. 

4.2.2 The Mesolithic hunter-gather communities of the postglacial period (10,000–4000 
BC) inhabited a still largely wooded environment. The river valleys and coast would 
have been favoured in providing a predictable source of food (from hunting and 
fishing) and water, as well as a means of transport and communication. Evidence of 
activity is characterised by flint tools rather than structural remains. There are no 
known finds dated to this period within the study area. 

4.2.3 The Neolithic (4000–2000 BC), Bronze Age (2000–600 BC) and Iron Age (600 BC–
AD 43) are traditionally seen as the time of technological change, settled 
communities and the construction of communal monuments. Farming was 
established and forest cleared for cultivation. An expanding population put pressure 
on available resources and necessitated the utilisation of previously marginal land. 

4.2.4 The site lies 5km south-west of Dartmoor National Park, which is known well for 
being rich in extensive and well-preserved prehistoric remains, in particular burial 
cairns/barrows, stone rows (probable ceremonial monuments), round houses, and 
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field systems (the Dartmoor ‘reaves’). Dartmoor contains the largest concentration 
of Bronze Age remains in the country, partly from the use of granite as a 
construction material, and partly due to the lack of intensive settlement after the 
prehistoric period (http://www.dartmoor-
npa.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0019/41257/lab-archaeo.pdf accessed 
10/02/2014). During the prehistoric period the moor was covered in woodland that 
was gradually cleared for settlement and cultivation.  

4.2.5 There is limited evidence for prehistoric occupation within the study area, although 
this is likely to reflect the limited amount of past investigation. A series of lynchets 
are noted in the HER, visible from 1940s aerial photographs 475m south of the site 
(HEA 35). Lynchets are an earthwork ridge formed along the downhill side of a plot 
indicative of plough action within the area, suggesting agricultural activity, although 
these are not definitively dated, and so could range from the prehistoric to medieval 
periods. The HER notes the presence of two enclosures visible as cropmarks on air 
photographs within the area of the former airfield, 485m north of the site (HEA 4). 
The function and date of these are unknown, although the HER listing for this 
monument speculates that one enclosure may be a pre-war airfield recognition 
marker. 

4.2.6 The Bronze Age is characterised by technological change, when copper and then 
bronze eventually replaced flint and stone as the main material for everyday tools. It 
is seen as a period of increasing social complexity and organised landscapes, 
probably due to increasing pressure on available resources. 

4.2.7 Possible Bronze Age barrows have also been noted by the HER within the study 
area. Two circular mounds, one with a ditch, are located 645m north-east of the site 
(HEA 5). Their location within the former airfield suggests that they may have 20th 
century origins. A further three possible mounds were located 365m south of the 
William Prance Road limit of the site (HEA 34). 

4.2.8 During the Iron Age (600 BC–AD 43), the climate deteriorated with colder weather 
and more rainfall. The period is characterised by expanding population, which 
necessitated the intensification of agricultural practices and the utilisation of 
marginal land. Hillforts were established in lowland Britain, linked to tribal land 
ownership. During the Iron Age the site lay within the lands of the Dumnonii, the 
Roman name for the local tribe. A number of hillforts with substantial earth or stone 
ramparts and deep ditches were constructed around the fringes of the Dartmoor 
moorland.  

4.2.9 In general, the large hillforts that dominate the Iron Age of Wessex are absent 
further south-west. Settlement types in the area fall broadly into three categories: 
unenclosed settlements, minor enclosures, and multiple-enclosure forts (Cunliffe 
1991, 259). The unenclosed settlements comprise of a collection of huts within fields 
outside the areas of hillforts. These settlements do not form much of the 
archaeological focus of the area, and it has been suggested that they represent 
dwellings of a serf-class (ibid). 

4.2.10 Minor enclosures, such as that at Kestor, near Exeter, comprised of structures 
within a single enclosure. It has been speculated that these formed settlements 
populated by a vassal-class, important enough to warrant or afford the construction 
of an enclosure about their buildings (ibid). 

4.2.11 The final settlement type is the multiple-enclosure site. These tend to be focused 
towards the lowland areas of Devon and Cornwall, and are on sites apparently 
chosen for their pastoral worth and nearby water sources, rather than for strict 
defence (Cunliffe 1991, 252). The use of a multiple-enclosure would therefore 
provide greater defence for these agriculturally rich sites (ibid). 

4.2.12 Mount Batten c 5.7km south of the site is thought to have been an important port 
which was named Ictis in the Roman period, but which is believed to have been 
operating from the 4th century BC to 1st century AD (Cunliffe 1988 in Aldhouse-
Green 1996, 276). Tin was a key metal used in the production of Bronze and Iron 
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and the tin resources in the South West of England which had escaped Glaciation 
were one of the main natural resources of their kind in north-western Europe, 
including Northern France and Portugal. Originally the tin was found within alluvial 
deposits in the gravels of stream beds but later underground working took place. Tin 
mines have also been identified on Dartmoor in areas with underlying granite 
bedrock. It seems unlikely, given the shale geology, and the absence of alluvial 
floodplain deposits, that the area of the site was involved in tin mining during this 
period. 

4.2.13 The location of the site on fast draining shale, close to known water sources and 
resources, including a springline 200m to the east, would have made for an ideal 
location for early human settlement. The distribution of HER points indicates a bias 
towards the east of the site, although this is unlikely to represent a true picture of the 
nature and extent of past activity but rather the limitations of the data. It is likely that 
the area was more extensively occupied in this period and the evidence has been 
subsequently removed by post-war development. 

Roman period (AD 43–410) 
4.2.14 Whilst areas of Dorset and Somerset were becoming heavily Romanised during this 

period, Devon appeared to retain much of its Iron Age characteristics. In around AD 
55 the Second Legion Augusta established the fortress at Exeter, 55km north-east 
of the site. The initial fortress likely comprised of a banked and palisaded fortress, 
but by the end of the 1st century AD the town of Isca Dumnoniorum (Exeter) had 
developed (RAMM learning resources, 2010 Accessed online 10/02/2014). 

4.2.15 There is little evidence of Roman activity on Dartmoor, other than occasional finds of 
coin hoards. The extent of Roman occupation around Plymouth is not well 
understood, and within the study area this is largely a reflection of the limited 
amount of past archaeological investigation in the study corridor. A scattering of 
chance finds were located along the south coast in the late 19th century, these 
included a coin hoard near Mount Batten c 5.7km south and a statue of Mercury at 
Hooe, 6.1km south of the site. As noted above, this area of Mount Batten is a 
candidate for the location of the port of Ictis. The location of the port town has been 
the subject of scholarly debate, with other candidates including St Michael’s Mount, 
Cornwall.  

4.2.16 Perhaps the most indicative find for Roman occupation in Plymouth was the 
discovery of a collection of brick built tombs at Stonehouse c 5.2 km south-west of 
the site in 1882 (www.plymouthdata.info). The name ‘Stonehouse’ is Saxon in origin 
and may refer to a pre-existing stone building here, possibly a villa, although no 
such evidence of a Roman villa has yet been identified. 

4.2.17 During this period the site likely lay within open field or woodland away from the 
principal areas of settlement. 

Early medieval period (AD 410–1066) 
4.2.18 Following the withdrawal of the Roman administration from England in the early 5th 

century AD the whole country fell into an extended period of socio-economic 
decline, although this was less marked in the South West of England which appears 
to have enjoyed a period of post-Roman independence as the Kingdom of 
Dumnonia. The history of Dumnonia is not well understood, being comprised of an 
amalgamation of fact and legends. The conquest of Dumnonia by the Saxon kings 
of Wessex was a slow process and appears to be punctuated by intermitted raids 
and slow territorial expansion into the south-west. Certainly by AD 813–822 it would 
appear that Devon had been brought under control by King Egbert of Wessex 
(Major 1913, 92–98) and by AD 880 parts of Cornwall were under Anglo-Saxon 
control (Asser 1983, 175). 

4.2.19 In the late Saxon period the site possibly lay within the manor (estate) of Bocheland 
(later corrupted to Egg Buckland), a name of Saxon origin and meaning ‘Royal land 
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held by charter’. Domesday Book (1086) recorded that following the Conquest in 
1066 the manor was held by the King William of Normandy, but was granted to the 
Saxon Heche or Ecca. The main settlement within the Bocheland manor in the late 
Saxon period probably grew up beside the present 15th-century Church of St 
Edward, built on the site of an earlier, Saxon, church, 1.4km to the south-east of the 
site (www.plymouthdata.info Accessed 10/02/2014). 

4.2.20 There were other manorial estates in the area; Domesday Book also records the 
manor of Colrige (Coleridge) which may have also have included the site. Prior to 
the Conquest it was held by Eadmær and included wasteland (Williams and Martin 
eds 1992 Domesday, 310). The HER places a conjectured approximate centre point 
of the manorial estate 145m to the south-east of the site (HEA 31) but there is no 
supporting evidence other than a placename reference to ‘Coleridge Avenue’ which 
lies at Crownhill, 450m to the south of the site. 

4.2.21 There are no known sites or finds dated to this period within the study area, 
although this may reflect the limited amount of past investigation. The site was 
probably open fields or woodland although it is possible that Tavistock Road was a 
road in this period.  

Later medieval period (AD 1066–1485) 
4.2.22 Tavistock Road was an important road throughout this period, heading northwards 

from the Plymouth crossing a rural landscape of open fields and woodland. It is 
shown on a historic map from the late-16th century (Fig 3).  

4.2.23 The main areas of historic settlement in the later medieval period are suggested by 
post-medieval maps and all lie some distance from the site, the closest being Egg 
Buckland 1.4km to the south-east (Fig 4).  

4.2.24 Within the study area, an archaeological evaluation by Exeter Archaeology at the 
proposed medical school at Derriford, 660m east of the site (HEA 55), in 2002, 
revealed no identified evidence to suggest a pre-18th century origin to Derriford 
Farm, although later quarrying may have removed earlier remains. Some material of 
possibly 12th–15th century origin was recovered that demonstrates as least some 
activity within the site during the medieval period. There are no other known sites or 
finds of later medieval date within the study area.  

Post-medieval period (AD1485–present) 
4.2.25 The earliest identifiable feature within the study area is Plymouth Leat (also known 

as Drake’s Leat). The leat was constructed with Parliamentary assent in 1585 and 
was opened in 1591, supplying the city of Plymouth with water from the River Meavy 
on Dartmoor through to Sutton Pool. The contract for supplying water to the city was 
given to Sir Francis Drake, who was also given a 67 year lease of six water mills 
along its course which included Widey Mills, 135m north-west of the southern point 
of the site. A small scale map of Plymouth and Tavistock possibly drawn by Robert 
Spry in 1591 (Fig 3) shows the course of the leat from Dartmoor to the city. The map 
is illustrative, but shows the course of the leat as running parallel to what is probably 
the Tavistock Road, although the road is inaccurately shown running north-south 
rather than south-west to north-east. It is likely that during this period the site was 
occupied by the road but it is not possible to say whether the leat lay within the site 
and it is not shown on later maps.  

4.2.26 The map shows no settlements in the immediate vicinity of the site, with the 
exception of Hicke Bockland (Egg Buckland) 1.4km south-east of the site. It is 
possible that smaller hamlets and villages were omitted from the map. 

4.2.27 Plymouth was held by parliamentary forces during the English Civil War (1642–
1651). The townspeople had seized and fortified the town in the absence of its 
governor, Sir Jacob Astley. The siege of Plymouth lasted from 1642 to 1644, in 
September of 1643 Colonel Digby established a headquarters at Plymstock, and 
was followed shortly by Prince Maurice who made his own headquarters at Widey 
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House, 715m south of the site (HEA 46). The Royalist forces were defeated, 
including the famous “Sabbath Day Fight” when Prince Maurice’s troops were 
routed from Lipson Ridge. Finally, in 1644 The King set up a headquarters at Widey 
House (now named ‘Widey Court’), although he showed no more success in moving 
the Parliamentary forces. Both King Charles and Prince Maurice departed Plymouth 
by the end of 1644. On Christmas Day of that year the defenders abandoned the 
blockade (www.plymouthdata.info accessed 17-02-2014). 

4.2.28 Benjamin Donn’s map of Devon 1765 (Fig 4) is a small scale map and is largely 
schematic, showing the locations of significant buildings and larger settlements in 
the Plymouth area, although within the surrounding countryside it appears more 
illustrative. The map shows the early alignment of Tavistock Road running from 
Plymouth northwards which occupies most of the site. In 1761 the care of the road 
from Sutton (Plymouth) to Tavistock was given to the Tavistock Turnpike Trust, and 
was in a ruinous state and dangerous to travellers (House of Commons report 10th 
December 1761 from http://www.turnpikes.org.uk/Devon%20-
%20Tavistock%20Plymouth.htm accessed 17/02/2014). Three turnpike gates were 
established at Knackersknowle (now Crownhill), Horrabridge and Abbey Gate 
Bridge, Tavistock, the location of the Knackersknowle turnpike is not noted on the 
HER. The name Knackersknowle may have derived from ‘knacker’s hill’ indicating 
an area where animals were slaughtered. The name may have also implied a place 
of contempt (www.plymouthdata.info/Place-Names.htm accessed 07/02/2014). 

4.2.29 The Eggbuckland parish Tithe map of 1840 (Fig 5) shows the site along the 
Tavistock Road, which passes through a landscape of largely open fields. The 
southern extent of the site is occupied by a small hamlet comprising of six buildings: 
five smaller houses and one long building. This long building may be the ‘Crown Hill’ 
building that lends its name to the present area, however, the Tithe apportionment 
names three arable fields to the west of Widey Mills as “Crown Hills”. Two of these 
houses and the south-eastern extent of this building occupied the site with 
associated gardens/yards. The rest of the site is largely occupied by Tavistock 
Road, marked as a turnpike road and parts of arable fields. A further three houses 
are shown to the north of Tavistock Road, immediately opposite the modern turning 
for William Prance Road. The northern section of the site, in the area of the existing 
roundabout, extends into the extensive parkland/estate surrounding Derriford 
mansion house, located 660m east of the site (HEA 55). The main approach to the 
house extends eastwards from Tavistock Road. Derriford was the property of 
Thomas Pyne in 1682 (Magna Britannia 1822, vi, 69–92). The area is currently 
occupied by a hospital. As noted in para 4.2.24 above, an evaluation here in 2002 
revealed no evidence associated with a house of this date, although later quarrying 
may have removed earlier remains. 

4.2.30 The Ordnance Survey 1st edition 6”: mile map of 1856 (Fig 6) shows little change in 
the southern extent of the site. The map shows part of the site to the north of the 
junction with William Prance Road was occupied by Castle Farm Inn. The Inn 
comprised of a series of buildings surrounding a central L-shaped structure which 
likely enclosed a yard. Two smaller outbuildings are shown immediately south-west 
of the main complex along the roadside. Where the site is not occupied by road or 
building it lies within open fields. The northern section of the site in the area of the 
existing Derriford roundabout, extends across the Derriford estate. 

4.2.31 A stone reservoir is marked 35m west of the southern end of the site and labelled 
Plymouth Corporation Water Works (HEA 30). The map clearly shows two leats: 
Plymouth Leat, 545m north-west (HEA 13), and Devonport Leat 625m north-west of 
Derriford Roundabout (within the site). As with the Ordnance Survey 1”: Mile map, 
the courses of these features are hard to discern. It appears the Devonport Leat 
vanishes around Westbrook, 325m north-west of Derriford Roundabout, as does the 
Plymouth Leat. It may be that for parts of their respective courses of these leats are 
subterranean. 

4.2.32 In 1859, a Royal Commission report was compiled in the face of strengthening 
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French naval power and the fear of imminent invasion. The programme built upon 
pre-existing defensive networks as well as creating a wholly new series of forts and 
batteries, leading to an eventual defensive network of some 70 sites around 
Plymouth and the south coast. These defensive features, known as ‘Palmerston’s 
Follies’ marked the largest maritime defence programme since the reign of King 
Henry VIII (English Heritage listing for Crownhill Fort Accessed 10/02/2014). 

4.2.33 Crownhill Fort (HEA 1) lies 20m north-west of the site and is separated by a broad 
pavement, verge and partially wooded bank. It was constructed between 1863 and 
1872 to protect the City of Plymouth and Devonport dockyard from a landward 
attack. The fortress was designed by Captain EF Du Cane, and was the largest fort 
of the defensive line, and stood some 400m ahead of the main defences on the top 
of the hill. The fort is an irregular pentagon in plan, with defensive features on all 
sides and surrounded by a heavy earthen rampart. The original buildings within the 
fort were earth-covered as a precaution against explosive ordnance although in the 
post-war period many of the earth coverings have been removed. Crownhill Fort 
retained various military functions until the late-20th century, when it was bought by 
the Landmark Trust. The fort has scheduled monument status, and is considered of 
very high (national) significance. 

4.2.34 In 1868, Bowden Battery, which lies 835m south-east of the site (HEA 2) was 
completed as part of the Royal Commission. The main body of the battery lies 
outside the study area, although the north-facing rampart lies within the study area. 
Bowden Battery is a scheduled monument and considered to be of very high 
significance. 

4.2.35 The Ordnance Survey 2nd edition 6”: mile map of 1905 (Fig 7) shows that the site is 
still largely occupied by the old road and open fields. The alignment of Tavistock 
Road has been moved to the east to allow room for the construction of Crownhill 
Fort. The eastern arm of the site that runs along William Prance Road was occupied 
by hutments (an encampment of huts) during this period. In 1900 an army barracks 
was established to the north of Coleridge Lane. The barracks was comprised of 50 
huts, of which 32 were given over to non-commissioned officers and infantrymen. 
The remaining 18 huts were for officers, messes, cook houses and other necessary 
ancillary buildings (www.plymouthdata.info/Army-Seaton accessed 07/02/2014). 
Although since the late 19th century the area was dominated by military buildings, 
only Crownhill Barracks (infantry) is marked 230m south of the site. The area of the 
later-named Seaton Barracks is labelled as ‘hutments’ and Crownhill Fort and 
Bowden Battery are shown as empty spaces, presumably for security reasons. The 
extensive Derriford estate is still shown in the northern section of the site, with a 
lodge beside the entrance to the estate off Tavistock Road.  

4.2.36 By the turn of the 20th century Knackersknowle had been renamed Crownhill. Whilst 
the north of the settlement has become occupied by the barracks, the town has 
developed to the west and south, with further buildings on the western side of the 
Plymouth Leat. The buildings of Castle Farm Inn were demolished by this time to 
make room for a new reservoir as part of the water works that had been constructed 
immediately north of Crownhill Fort, 55m west of the site (HEA 19). 

4.2.37 The Ordnance Survey 3rd edition 6”: mile map of 1933 (Fig 8) shows little change 
has occurred on the site. The Crownhill Hutments were expanded during this time 
along Coleridge Lane, with a further 27 buildings to the east of the main complex, 
what may be a defensive wall was constructed along the north and eastern limits of 
the hutments, which may have provided room for a drilling ground or space to 
accommodate more men. Immediately east of the southern end of the site an estate 
of detached houses with rear gardens has been constructed off of the newly laid-out 
Charlton Road. Crownhill Barracks mapped again and had also expanded during 
this period, with new buildings constructed to the east of Tavistock Road. A large 
reservoir has been constructed to the north of the late 19th- to early 20th-century 
reservoir north of Crownhill Fort, 75m north-west of the site (HEA 15). 

4.2.38 The Ordnance Survey 6”: mile map of 1954–57 (Fig 9) shows that the most 



 Historic environment assessment ¤ MOLA 2014 
 

14 
P:\DEVO\1007\na\Assessments\A386 Improvement HEA_06-10-2014.docx 

significant changes to the site in the post-war period took place under the present 
Derriford Roundabout. The old Derriford estate appears to have been broken up and 
areas presumably sold off. Further hutments, which probably relate to the Crownhill 
Hutments (now named Seaton Barracks) are shown within the area of the 
roundabout. The main barracks complex has likewise been expanded. The new 
hutments shown on the 1933 map have been demolished and replaced with a series 
of small detached permanent buildings, rather than further timber and felt-lined huts. 
These new structures are arranged at a diagonal to the main barracks buildings 
around a cruciform street, and may represent family quarters for the barracks. The 
leats are now marked as disused. 

4.2.39 In the subsequent 25 years after the Plymouth Blitz, the city underwent massive 
urban redevelopment. This period of development extended to outside the city core, 
as the map shows most of the surrounding countryside is now occupied by a mix of 
detached, semi-detached and terrace buildings along newly laid out road systems 
that relate to the present layouts. 

4.2.40 The Ordnance Survey 1:10,000 scale map of 1974 (Fig 10) shows the present 
layout of Tavistock Road and the inclusion of Derriford Roundabout in the north of 
the site. The newly constructed Derriford Hospital is shown 465m east of the site at 
the end of a newly laid out road (Derriford Road). Outside the site further 
development has taken place north of Crownhill Fort, to the south of Looseleigh 
Lane. The huts within Seaton Barracks appear to have been replaced by this time 
with more permanent structures. By the Ordnance Survey 1:10,000 scale map of 
2002 (not reproduced) Seaton Barracks had been demolished and replaced with the 
present science park. Around this time the southern reservoir to the west of the site 
was covered, and the northerly one infilled and replaced with commercial buildings. 
Tavistock Road maintains its use as the principal route from Tavistock to Plymouth, 
William Prance Road, which forms the eastern arm of the route provides access to 
Tamar Science Park. 
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5 Statement of significance 

5.1 Introduction 
5.1.1 The following section discusses past impacts on the site: generally from late 19th 

and 20th century developments which may have compromised archaeological 
survival, eg, building foundations or quarrying, identified primarily from historic 
maps, and information on the likely depth of deposits. It goes on to consider factors 
which are likely to have compromised asset survival. 

5.1.2 In accordance with the NPPF, this is followed by a statement on the likely potential 
and significance of buried heritage assets within the site, derived from current 
understanding of the baseline conditions, past impacts, and professional judgement. 

5.2 Factors affecting archaeological survival 
5.2.1 The main impact to archaeological survival within the site is the laying of services 

beneath the late-20th century road surfaces. Typically, these services would extend 
no deeper than 1.5m below ground level, but given the likely shallow deposits, 
excavation for service trenches has likely severely truncated or entirely removed 
any remains within the footprint of each service trench. Archaeological remains as 
may be present on the site likely relate to previous road surfaces, and associated 
features, such as roadside ditches, the footings of the former post-medieval 
buildings at Crown Hill may also be present. 

5.2.2 Along William Prance Road the main impacts to archaeological survival would be 
from the footings of the mid-20th century buildings of Seaton Barracks, now 
demolished, which will have truncated archaeological remains within their footprints. 

5.2.3 Outside the areas of truncation archaeological survival is likely to be high owing to 
the relative lack of previous intrusive ground works. 

5.2.4 Archaeological remains that may be present on the site likely lie immediately 
beneath the road surface/topsoil and continue to an unknown depth into natural 
deposits. 

5.3 Archaeological potential and significance 
5.3.1 The nature of possible archaeological survival in the area of the proposed 

development is summarised here, taking into account the levels of natural geology 
and the level and nature of later disturbance and truncation discussed above. 

5.3.2 The site has a moderate potential to contain prehistoric remains. Within the study 
area of the site evidence of activity in this period is limited but this is probably a 
reflection of the relative lack of past archaeological investigations and little is known. 
Within the study area are remains possibly dating to this period including possible 
barrows, 645m north-east (HEA 5) and 365m south (HEA 36) of the site, and 
enclosures 585m north-east of the site (HEA 4) that were noted from aerial 
photographs. In some of these cases the possible prehistoric features may have 
been post-medieval features relating to the airfield. There is a bias to these remains 
in the eastern and less-developed areas of the study area, it is possible that the 
area was more extensively settled but development in the post-war period has 
removed much of the evidence. The significance of such remains would depend 
upon its nature and extent: isolated residual artefacts would be considered of low 
significance, whereas extensive and well preserved features would be of medium or  
high significance (although this is less likely when considering the areas of 
proposed impact). This would be derived from the evidential value of the remains. 

5.3.3 The site has a low potential to contain Roman remains. The extent of Roman 
occupation in Plymouth and the surrounding countryside is relatively unknown. 
Remains were uncovered in the late 19th century c 6km south of the site around 
Mount Batten and Hooe, and 5.2km south-west of the site at Stonehouse, which 



 Historic environment assessment ¤ MOLA 2014 
 

16 
P:\DEVO\1007\na\Assessments\A386 Improvement HEA_06-10-2014.docx 

may have been the location of a villa. It seems likely that during the Roman period, 
occupation in the area was located along the coast, in or near what may have been 
the trading port of Ictis. The site was possible open fields or woodland. 

5.3.4 The site has low potential to contain early and later medieval remains. The 
Tavistock Road is probably medieval (or earlier) in origin. Historic maps from the 
16th century show an earlier alignment of Tavistock Road. The site included the 
road and this would have crossed a rural landscape of open fields and woodland, 
some distance from the main settlements. Occasional roadside settlement is 
possible along the side of the road. No identifiably medieval remains have been 
identified within the study area. Any remains dating to this period may comprise of 
cut agricultural features such as ditches and earlier road surfaces, of low 
significance derived from their historical and evidential value. 

5.3.5 The site has a high potential to contain post-medieval remains. The north of the site 
lies on the earlier Tavistock Road that connects Plymouth to Tavistock. In the 
southern end of the site there is a potential for footings of former buildings that stood 
on Crown Hill, north of Knackersknowle in the mid-19th century. Following the 
construction of Crownhill Fort, the road alignment was changed to its present course 
and the area became increasingly associated with military garrisons. Despite the 
local barracks growing in size from the late-19th to early 20th centuries, the 
buildings were comprised of felt-lined timber hutments and are unlikely to leave an 
archaeological footprint. Earlier post-medieval road surfaces, and associated cut 
features (such as roadside ditches) are likely to be of low significance derived from 
evidential and historic value. Any remains of footings of the early buildings at Crown 
Hill would be of low significance derived from their evidential and historic values. 
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6 Impact of proposals 

6.1 Proposals 
6.1.1 The scheme involves improvements to a 1.4km-long stretch of main road to add 

capacity to Derriford Roundabout in the north and the A386 junction with William 
Prance Road in the south, including improved bus priority and pedestrian and 
cycling facilities.  

6.1.2 The preferred scheme for the roundabout is Option C Variation 2 (Fig 12) and the 
preferred option for the A386 junction is Option H (Fig 11) (P. Gebbett of Peter Brett 
Associates LLP pers. comm. 19-08-2014). These options would involve widening of 
the existing roads including the Derriford roundabout, upgrading of the road 
surfacing and the addition of retaining walls along William Prance Road at the 
intersection with the A386.  

6.2 Implications 
6.2.1 The identification of physical impacts on buried heritage assets within a site takes 

into account any activity which would entail ground disturbance. As it is assumed 
that the operational (completed development) phase would not entail any ground 
disturbance there would be no additional archaeological impact and this is not 
considered further.  

6.2.2 The main potential is for post-medieval remains of low significance, and possibly for 
prehistoric remains of uncertain significance. 

Topsoil removal 
6.2.3 It is assumed for the purposes of this assessment that topsoil would be removed in 

areas adjacent to the existing roads proposed for development as part of the 
preliminary site works. This is a fairly narrow strip alongside the existing roads. 

6.2.4 Removal of topsoil is a potential impact as (in addition to the loss of any residual 
evidence it contains) it exposes any archaeological remains that may be present 
immediately beneath the topsoil. These may then be affected by movement of 
vehicles and plant involved in construction activities, for example through rutting and 
compaction. In addition, it is possible that topsoil removal without archaeological 
supervision may result in overstripping, which would have an impact upon 
archaeological remains located beneath the topsoil, or understripping, where 
archaeological features are concealed beneath a thin layer of topsoil but are then 
exposed and unprotected from subsequent construction activities. 

Footings of proposed retaining walls 
6.2.5 Construction of the proposed retaining walls is assumed for the purposes of this 

assessment to require the excavation of a 1.0m-deep trench for the footings of the 
wall. This would entirely remove any archaeological remains within the trench 
footprint to this depth. The bases of deep cut features might potentially survive intact 
beneath this. 

Service / utilities trenches/ drains 
6.2.6 It is assumed for the purposes of this assessment that new service trenches and 

drainage would be required, although the location of such works is not currently 
known. The excavation of new service trenches and drains associated with the road 
upgrade would extend to a depth of 1.0–1.5mbgl as assumed for the purposes of 
this assessment. This would entirely remove any archaeological remains within the 
trench footprint to this depth. The bases of deep cut features might potentially 
survive intact beneath this.  
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7 Conclusion and recommendations 
7.1.1 The site is a 1.4km stretch of the A386 from Crownhill to Derriford Roundabout, 

Plymouth and includes an eastwards ‘arm’ along William Prance Road. The site 
loosely follows the alignment of earlier roads that ran from Plymouth northwards to 
Tavistock. The site does not contain any known assets deemed of very high 
significance that would warrant preservation in situ, although the southern-most 
500m of the site lies c 25m east of Crownhill Fort, a scheduled monument (very high 
significance). 

7.1.2 Archaeological survival along the route is expected to be generally high. The 
present road was aligned in the mid-19th century to allow for the construction of 
Crownhill Fort. The eastern arm of the site, along William Prance Road is a more 
modern alignment of Coleridge Lane, a possibly medieval road. The main impact to 
archaeological remains within the site in the past would come from localised service 
trenches beneath the road surfaces. 

7.1.3 Archaeological remains within the site likely comprise of footings of the former 
buildings at Crown Hill and Castle Inn Farm, and earlier road surfaces and 
associated features such as drainage ditches. Within the areas formerly occupied by 
fields, remains may include agricultural features such as pits and ditches. There is 
considered to be a moderate background potential for prehistoric remains owing to 
the presence of possible prehistoric landscape features within the study area. There 
is likely to be a low background potential for evidence of medieval occupation as the 
extent as no known features of medieval origin have been identified within the study 
area. Any such remains have likely been removed by post-war development. Known 
areas of Roman occupation were focussed around the coast, 5km south of the site. 
It is unlikely that remains dating to this period are present within the site.  

7.1.4 Table 1 summarises the known or likely buried assets within the site, their 
significance, and the impact of the proposed scheme on asset significance. 
 
Table 1: Impact upon heritage assets (prior to mitigation) 

Asset Asset Significance Impact of proposed 
scheme 

Earlier post-medieval road 
surfaces and associated cut 
features 
 
(high potential) 

Low Widening and upgrading 
of the existing roads, 
topsoil removal and 
excavation of service 
trenches would remove 
any archaeological 
remains to an estimated 
depth of 1.5m. 
 
Significance of the asset 
could be reduced to low 
or negligible depending 
on the extent of the impact 

Footings of former post-
medieval buildings at Crown Hill 
 
(high potential)  

Low 

Previously unrecorded 
prehistoric remains 
 
(moderate potential) 

Uncertain 
(Low for isolated remains 

Medium/High for 
evidence of settlement, 

although this is less likely) 
   

7.1.5 In view of the relatively minor nature of the proposed ground disturbance and the 
generally low potential of these areas to contain significant remains, it is considered 
unlikely that the local authority would request site-specific archaeological evaluation 
(eg trial trenches) either pre- or post- determination of planning consent. Such a 
strategy might also present difficulties in terms of possible Health and Safety issues 
associated with working in the vicinity of a busy road. 

7.1.6 As there is some potential for remains as noted above, it likely that an 
archaeological watching brief would be required during the proposed stripping and 
ground works in order to ensure that any archaeological remains were not removed 
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without record.  
7.1.7 Any archaeological work would need to be undertaken in accordance with an 

approved Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) and could be carried out under the 
terms of a standard archaeological planning condition set out under the granting of 
planning consent.  
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8 Gazetteer of known historic environment assets 
8.1.1 The table below represents a gazetteer of known historic environment sites and 

finds within the 750m-radius study area around the site. The gazetteer should be 
read in conjunction with Fig 2. 

8.1.2 The Plymouth HER data contained within this gazetteer was obtained on 
13/02/2013. 

 
HEA 
No. 

Description Site code/ 
HER No. 

1 Crownhill Fort 
A scheduled monument. This monument includes the earthwork, rock cut 
and some of the earth covered parts of a Royal Commission fort known 
as Crownhill Fort, built between 1863 and 1872 as part of a series of 
defences which protected the city of Plymouth and Devonport Dockyard 
from attack by land. Crownhill Fort was designed by Captain EF Du Cane 
as the principal and largest fort of the defensive line, and was set on a 
gently sloping hilltop 400m in advance of the main defensive lines. For 
this reason, its defences entirely encircle the site, which sits onthe 
watershed between valleys running to the east and west, and also 
commands the main road into Plymouth from the north. 

1020571 
SX45NE/056/0

04 
SX45NE/056 

2 Bowden Battery 
Scheduled monument. The monument includes Bowden Battery, a mid- 
to late 19th century fortified gun battery and associated glacis located on 
the south side of the Forder Valley. The four-sided battery occupies the 
high ground above the valley with the glacis located immediately to the 
north east and north west from where it extends down slope to the valley 
bottom. 

1021365 

3 Plymouth or Roborough Airfield.  
Wartime requisitioned airfield recorded on RAF 1946 aerial photograph. 
Rectangular disposal bays recorded around field perimeter. Blister 
hanger in north-west corner. Pens and buildings, not the blister hanger, 
recorded on OS 6' (1954) map (OS). First used for civil flights in 1923. 
First licensed in 1929. Saw regular passenger flights on internal routes. 
Requisitioned for naval flying in 1939. RAF arrived in 1940, flying 
Gloucester Gladiators during the battle of Britain. Various air-sea rescue 
and night-fighter aircraft also stationed here. Resumed as civil airport 
after the war. 

SX56SW/340 

4 Enclosure – Plymouth Airport 
Two circular enclosures one north north east of airport buildings, the 
othereast-north-east (PlymouthMuseum). (location could be suspect - 
Bovey). Not visible on 1946 RAF verticals (RCHM app 1985). One circle 
is clearly recorded on RAF 1946 aerial photograph to east-north-east of 
airfield buildings. It may well be the visible remains of the pre-war airfield 
recognition marker circle (Horner).  

SX56SW/052 

5 Barrow – Plymouth Airport 
Two circular mounds, possibly barrows, one has a ditch (location could 
be suspect).  

SX56SW/051 

6 Milepost 
A milepost is indicated on the OS 6’ maps of 1907 and 1954. 

SX46SE/071 

7 Plymouth Leat 
Plymouth leat. Total length runs from Burrator to Plymouth. Sir Francis 
Drake was granted 200 pounds sterling for its construction and gave 
Tavistock permission to erect and work six mills along it for 67 years. 
Location of mills not given (Hicks). 

SX46SE/034 

8 House, Little Powisland, Tavistock Road. 
Early 19th century. Stuccoed, long and short quoins, band. Slate hipped 
roof with wide eaves. 2 storeys. 3 windows, sashes with glazing bars. 
Centre glazed door enclosed by modern glazed conservatory porch 
(Doe).  

SX46SE/052  
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HEA 
No. 

Description Site code/ 
HER No. 

9 House, Powisland, Tavistock Road. 
Early 19th century house. Slate hung, painted. Slate hipped roof with 
wide eaves. 2 storeys and basement. 3 windows, wide sashes with 
glazing bars. Flush panelled central door enclosed by modern glazed 
conservatory porch (Doe).  

SX46SE/063  
 

10 Boundary Stone. 
A boundary stone is indicated on the OS 6’ maps of 1907 and 1954 

SX56SW/299  
 

11 Plymouth (or Roborough) Airfield. 
Also RAF Roborough, recorded on RAF Aerial Photograph 1946. 

SX46SE/103  
 

12 Boundary Stone. 
A boundary stone is indicated on the OS 6’ map 1907. 

SX45NE/308  
 

13 Devonport Leat. 
A section of Devonport Leat in TamertonFoliot parish. 

SX46SE/038/0
01 

14 Boundary Stone. 
Boundary stones 38 and 38a atop Derriford hill. M3. Built into the hedge 
bank about 1.5km north of Crownhill, on the east side of the road close to 
the junction with PlymbridgeLane. Between them is a roughly hewn 
granite block which may be an older boundary mark. The left hand stone 
bears the inscription 'TamertonFolliot', and the right-hand stone 'Egg 
Buckland'. Cemented-over (massonphillips, 1943). Two granite posts, 
inscribed as above, at entrance to Plymbridge Lane (Masson Phillips, 
1985). 

SX45NE/013 

15 Reservoir 
A reservoir indicated on the OS 6’ map of 1933. 

SX45NE/313 

16 Military earthworks. 
Length of a probable infantry trench visible on the RAF 1946 Aerial 
Photograph. Running north-east–south-west c 100m in length. 

SX45NE/345 

17 Boundary Stone 
Boundary stones are indicated on the OS 6’ maps of 1933 and 1957 

SX45NE/318  
 

18 Boundary Stone 
Boundary stones are indicated on the OS 6’ maps of 1933 and 1957 

SX45NE/317 

19 Reservoir 
Indicated on the OS 6’ map of 1933 

SX45NE/314 

20 Military Earthworks. 
Stretch of probable infantry trench visible on RAF aerial photographs 
from 1946. Runs north-west–south-east to the north of Seaton Barracks, 
c 90m in length. 

SX45NE/182 

21 Quarry 
A quarry indicated on the OS 6’ map of 1907 

SX45NE/309 

22 Military Earthworks 
PalmerstonForts Society report mentions a Second World War trench 
branching off the Devonport Leat to the west and descending to the 
valley floor.  

SX45NE/056/0
05 

23 Defensive Site 
A section of the Plymouth and Devonport Leats was covered over. It may 
have been intended as a countermining gallery which was not completed. 
The east section of it has a barrel vaulted ceiling, the west section has 
horizontal slabs and is a later extension. The leats are blocked/filled in to 
the west; to the east of the section containing the gallery they have been 
demolished by a recently-constructed reservoir built on the site of a 19th 
century one. The section of leats between the two covered portions 
remains open and in 1990 apparently contained a WWI/II wall containing 
Bren gun loop-holes (Cobb &Moore); this is no longer extant unless it lies 
beyond the covered section to leat to the west 

SX45NE/056/0
03 

24 Hamlet 
Os sketch of 1784 shows 'Castle Farm' on this site. By 1856 a small 
building complex including the farm, cottages and the 'castle farm inn' 
was in existence. Demolished in the 1970s. No features of archaeological 
interest were recorded during a watching brief by Exeter Archaeology. 

SX45NE/377 

25 Boundary Stone SX45NE/315 
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HEA 
No. 

Description Site code/ 
HER No. 

A boundary stone is indicated on the OS 6’ maps of 1933 and 1957 
26 Boundary Stone 

A boundary stone is indicated on the OS 6’ maps of 1933 and 1957 
SX45NE/316 

27 Church. 
A church is indicated on the OS 6’ map of 1933, but not the 1957 map 

SX45NE/320 

28 Boundary stone 
Boundary stones are indicated on the OS 6’ maps of 1933 and 1957 

SX45NE/319 

29 Military Earthworks 
Preserved section of the embankment on the east side of the military 
road leading up to the gate of Crownhill Fort. 

SX45NE/070/0
12 

30 Reservoir 
A reservoir is indicated on the OS 6’ map of 1933. 

SX45NE/321 

31 Coleridge Manor 
In the former parish of Egg Buckland, Plymouth, the manor of ‘Colrige’ 
was recorded in the Domesday Survey. It was probably laid waste, along 
with other estates, by Harold's sons in 1069, but its fortunes quickly 
recovered. The only clue to its possible approximate position is Coleridge 
Avenue, Egg Buckland. 

SX45NE/109 

32 Anti-aircraft Battery 
Remains of a World War II anti-aircraft battery at Seaton Barracks, which 
may have been the war-time anti-aircraft HQ. 

SX45NE/006 

33 Boundary Stone 
Thee War Department boundary stones are marked on the OS 6’ Maps 
Of 1907 And 1957 

SX45NE/348 

34 Barrow  
Three possible barrow mounds in a field north-east of Coleridge Farm. 

SX45NE/104 

35 Lynchet 
Three possible lynchets within enclosed land. Visible on 1946 RAF aerial 
photograph 

SX45NE/181 

36 Memorial Stone 
Inscribed ‘J Warn’s Bridge 1788’. 

SX45NE/016 

37 Military Earthwork 
Embankment protecting the west flank of access to Crownhill Fort. 

SX45NE/070/0
11 

38 School 
A school indicated on the OS 6’ map of 1938. Not shown on the 1957 
map 

SX45NE/324 

39 Military Earthwork 
Length of embankment along the eastern side of Plumer Road and the 
junction with Tavistock Road. 

SX45NE/070/0
13 

40 Knackersknowle Cave 
A cave, assumed to be located close to the settlement of “Nackershole” 
on Donn’s map of 1765. May have been an old copper mine. Fossil fauna 
were found in the cave during the 19th century. 

SX45NE/375 

41 Garrison Church 
As indicated on the OS 6’ map of 1933. 

SX45NE/323 

42 Earthworks 
Three sections of embankment along the north side of Fort Austin 
Avenue. Originally a continuous line. 

SX45NE/070/0
14 

43 Boundary Stone 
War Department boundary stone marked on OS 6’ map of 1907. 

SX45NE/351 

44 Boundary Stone 
War Department boundary stone marked on OS 6’ map of 1907. 

SX45NE/354  
 

45 House, Widey Lane 
Early 19th century house. Stuccoed. Hipped roof of new slates with wide 
eaves soffit. 2 storeys. 3 windows. Sashes with glazing bars. Band at 1st 
floor level. Central porch with Doric entablature on columns, the sides 
have been bricked in, glazed and panelled door. Rear wing probably 17th 
century, stuccoed rubble, slate roof with half-hipped end, massive 
rendering chimney stack. Including gate-piers early 19th century, painted. 
Four rusticated ashlar with flat pyramid caps (doe). 

SX45NE/130 
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HEA 
No. 

Description Site code/ 
HER No. 

46 Widey Court (site of) 
The site of Widey Court. Was demolished after 1933 (it is shown on OS 
6’ map of 1933/1938).  

SX45NE/028 

47 Air Raid Shelter 
An underground air raid shelter is shown at the junction of Morshead 
Road and Manadon Hill. 

SX45NE/229 

48 Crownhill Police Station (former) 
The location of a police station is marked on the OS 6’ map of 1933 

SX45NE/322 

49 Air Raid Shelter 
An underground air raid shelter near the police station at Manadon Hill 

SX45NE/228 

50 Boundary Stone 
Boundary stones 39 and 39a. ManadonHill. M2. Stand against the bank 
on the east side of road about halfway down ManadonHill between 
Crownhill and Hartley. The left hand stone is inscribed 'Egg Buckland' 
and the right hand 'Tything of Weston Peverell'. 

SX45NE/014 

51 Gate Piers and Flanking Wall to 327 Powisland House. 
Grade II listed gate-piers and flanking walls. Early 19th century. 
Freestone ashlar, the piers taller and rusticated with plinths and squat 
pyramid copings. Square-on-plan gate-piers flanked by convex quadrant-
plan walls. Old wooden dowelled gate with 3 rails and round-arched 
bracing. Included for group value with PowislandHouse 

1386435 

52 Derriford Barton Science Park 
Archaeological evaluation carried out by Wessex Archaeology in 1994. A 
uniform pastureland soil was found to cover the entire site containing 
sherds of 19th century pottery and a single worked flint flake. 

WA W664/ 
P.002.94 

53 Land adjoining Plymbridge Lane, Derriford 
Archaeological evaluation carried out by Exeter Archaeology in 1999. 
The evaluation did not reveal evidence of any archaeological features or 
finds on the site. 

EA 99.74/ 
P.014.99 

54 Land off Looseleigh Close 
Archaeological evaluation carried out by Exeter Archaeology in 2002. No 
archaeological features were identified. Finds within the topsoil include 
sherds of 19th–20th century china and a piece of glass. Recording of the 
stone barn (due to be demolished) were carried out. 

EA 02.10/ 
P.002.02 

55 Proposed medical school, Derriford 
Archaeological evaluation carried out by Exeter Archaeology in 2002. No 
identified structures, surfaces or other features to confirm a pre 18th 
century origin to Derriford Farm. However, the site has clearly be 
subjected to extensive quarrying within the area of Derriford Farm, and it 
is likely that this activity may have been responsible for the loss of some 
early material. The recovery of material dating broadly to 1200-1500 
demonstrates as least some activity within the site during the medieval 
period. 

EA02.42/ 
P.018.02 

56 Land off Tavistock Road 
Archaeological evaluation carried out by Exeter Archaeology in 2003. No 
archaeological deposits were identified. 

EA 03.34/ 
P.01.03 

 



 Historic environment assessment ¤ MOLA 2014 
 

24 
P:\DEVO\1007\na\Assessments\A386 Improvement HEA_06-10-2014.docx 

9 Planning framework 

9.1 Statutory protection 

Scheduled Monuments 
9.1.1 Nationally important archaeological sites (both above and below-ground remains) 

may be identified and protected under the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological 
Areas Act 1979. An application to the Secretary of State is required for any works 
affecting a Scheduled Monument or its setting. 

9.2 National Planning Policy Framework 
9.2.1 The Government issued the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) in March 

2012 (DCLG 2012) and supporting Planning Practice Guidance in 2014 (DCLG 
2014).. One of the 12 core principles that underpin both plan-making and decision-
taking within the framework is to ‘conserve heritage assets in a manner appropriate 
to their significance, so that they can be enjoyed for their contribution to the quality 
of life of this and future generations’ (DCLG 2012para 17). It recognises that 
heritage assets are an irreplaceable resource (para 126), and requires the 
significance of heritage assets to be considered in the planning process,whether 
designated or not. The contribution of setting to asset significanceneeds to be taken 
into account (para 128). The NPPF encourages early engagement (i.e. pre-
application) as this has significant potential to improve the efficiency and 
effectiveness of a planning application and can lead to better outcomes for the local 
community (para 188). 

9.2.2 NPPF Section 12: Conserving and enhancing the historic environment, is produced 
in full below: 

Para 126. Local planning authorities should set out in their Local Plan a positive 
strategy for the conservation and enjoyment of the historic environment, including 
heritage assets most at risk through neglect, decay or other threats. In doing so, 
they should recognise that heritage assets are an irreplaceable resource and 
conserve them in a manner appropriate to their significance. In developing this 
strategy, local planning authorities should take into account: 

x the desirability of sustaining and enhancing the significance of heritage 
assets and putting them to viable uses consistent with their conservation; 

x the wider social, cultural, economic and environmental benefits that 
conservation of the historic environment can bring; 

x the desirability of new development making a positive contribution to local 
character and distinctiveness; and 

x opportunities to draw on the contribution made by the historic environment 
to the character of a place. 

Para 127. When considering the designation of conservation areas, local planning 
authorities should ensure that an area justifies such status because of its special 
architectural or historic interest, and that the concept of conservation is not 
devalued through the designation of areas that lack special interest. 
Para 128. In determining applications, local planning authorities should require an 
applicant to describe the significance of any heritage assets affected, including any 
contribution made by their setting. The level of detail should be proportionate to the 
assets’ importance and no more than is sufficient to understand the potential 
impact of the proposal on their significance. As a minimum the relevant historic 
environment record should have been consulted and the heritage assets assessed 
using appropriate expertise where necessary. Where a site on which development 
is proposed includes or has the potential to include heritage assets with 
archaeological interest, local planning authorities should require developers to 
submit an appropriate desk-based assessment and, where necessary, a field 
evaluation.  
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Para 129. Local planning authorities should identify and assess the particular 
significance of any heritage asset that may be affected by a proposal (including by 
development affecting the setting of a heritage asset) taking account of the 
available evidence and any necessary expertise. They should take this 
assessment into account when considering the impact of a proposal on a heritage 
asset, to avoid or minimise conflict between the heritage asset’s conservation and 
any aspect of the proposal. 
Para 130. Where there is evidence of deliberate neglect of or damage to a heritage 
asset the deteriorated state of the heritage asset should not be taken into account 
in any decision. 
Para131. In determining planning applications, local planning authorities should 
take account of: 

x the desirability of sustaining and enhancing the significance of heritage 
assets and putting them to viable uses consistent with their conservation; 

x the positive contribution that conservation of heritage assets can make to 
sustainable communities including their economic vitality; and 

x the desirability of new development making a positive contribution to local 
character and distinctiveness. 

Para 132:When considering the impact of a proposed development on the 
significance of a designated heritage asset, great weight should be given to the 
asset’s conservation. The more important the asset, the greater the weight should 
be. Significance can be harmed or lost through alteration or destruction of the 
heritage asset or development within its setting. As heritage assets are 
irreplaceable, any harm or loss should require clear and convincing justification. 
Substantial harm to or loss of a grade II listed building, park or garden should be 
exceptional. Substantial harm to or loss of designated heritage assets of the 
highest significance, notably scheduled monuments, protected wreck sites, 
battlefields, grade I and II* listed buildings, grade I and II* registered parks and 
gardens, and World Heritage Sites, should be wholly exceptional. 
Para 133.Where a proposed development will lead to substantial harm to or total 
loss of significance of a designated heritage asset, local planning authorities 
should refuse consent, unless it can be demonstrated that the substantial harm or 
loss is necessary to achieve substantial public benefits that outweigh that harm or 
loss, or all of the following apply: 

x the nature of the heritage asset prevents all reasonable uses of the site; 
and 

x no viable use of the heritage asset itself can be found in the medium term 
through appropriate marketing that will enable its conservation; and 

x conservation by grant-funding or some form of charitable or public 
ownership is demonstrably not possible; and 

x the harm or loss is outweighed by the benefit of bringing the site back into 
use. 

Para 134.Where a development proposal will lead to less than substantial harm to 
the significance of a designated heritage asset, this harm should be weighed 
against the public benefits of the proposal, including securing its optimum viable 
use. 
Para 135.The effect of an application on the significance of a non-designated 
heritage asset should be taken into account in determining the application. In 
weighing applications that affect directly or indirectly non designated heritage 
assets, a balanced judgement will be required having regard to the scale of any 
harm or loss and the significance of the heritage asset. 
Para136.Local planning authorities should not permit loss of the whole or part of a 
heritage asset without taking all reasonable steps to ensure the new development 
will proceed after the loss has occurred. 
Para 137.Local planning authorities should look for opportunities for new 
development within Conservation Areas and World Heritage Sites and within the 
setting of heritage assets to enhance or better reveal their significance. Proposals 
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that preserve those elements of the setting that make a positive contribution to or 
better reveal the significance of the asset should be treated favourably. 
Para 138. Not all elements of a World Heritage Site or Conservation Area will 
necessarily contribute to its significance. Loss of a building (or other element) 
which makes a positive contribution to the significance of the Conservation Area or 
World Heritage Site should be treated either as substantial harm under paragraph 
133 or less than substantial harm under paragraph 134, as appropriate, taking into 
account the relative significance of the element affected and its contribution to the 
significance of the Conservation Area or World Heritage Site as a whole. 
Para 139. Non-designated heritage assets of archaeological interest that are 
demonstrably of equivalent significance to scheduled monuments, should be 
considered subject to the policies for designated heritage assets. 
Para 140. Local planning authorities should assess whether the benefits of a 
proposal for enabling development, which would otherwise conflict with planning 
policies but which would secure the future conservation of a heritage asset, 
outweigh the disbenefits of departing from those policies. 
Para 141. Local planning authorities should make information about the 
significance of the historic environment gathered as part of plan-making or 
development management publicly accessible. They should also require 
developers to record and advance understanding of the significance of any 
heritage assets to be lost (wholly or in part) in a manner proportionate to their 
importance and the impact, and to make this evidence (and any archive generated) 
publicly accessible. However, the ability to record evidence of our past should not 
be a factor in deciding whether such loss should be permitted. 

9.3 Local planning policy 
9.3.1 Following the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004, Planning Authorities 

have replaced their Unitary Development Plans, Local Plans and Supplementary 
Planning Guidance with a new system of Local Development Frameworks (LDFs). 
UDP policies are either ‘saved’ or ‘deleted’. In most cases archaeology policies are 
likely to be ‘saved’ because there have been no significant changes in legislation or 
advice at a national level.  

9.3.2 Plymouth City Council’s Core Strategy was adopted on 23rd April 2007. The 
document outlines the council’s plans for development of the city until 2021. 
‘Strategic Objective 4: Delivering a Quality City’ acknowledges the importance of the 
city’s archaeological and historic heritage. The historic environment is covered in 
Policy CS03: 

Policy CS03  
Historic Environment 
The Council will safeguard and where possible, enhance historic environment 
interests and the character and setting of areas of acknowledged importance, 
including scheduled ancient monuments, listed buildings (both statutory and locally 
listed), registered parks and gardens, conservation areas and archaeological 
remains.  
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10 Determining significance 
10.1.1 ‘Significance’ lies in the value of a heritage asset to this and future generations 

because of its heritage interest, which may be archaeological, architectural, artistic 
or historic. Archaeological interest includes an interest in carrying out an expert 
investigation at some point in the future into the evidence a heritage asset may hold 
of past human activity, and may apply to standing buildings or structures as well as 
buried remains. Known and potential heritage assets within the site and its vicinity 
have been identified from national and local designations, HER data and expert 
opinion. The determination of the significance of these assets is based on statutory 
designation and/or professional judgement against four values (EH 2008):  

x Evidential value: the potential of the physical remains to yield evidence of 
past human activity. This might take into account date; rarity; state of 
preservation; diversity/complexity; contribution to published priorities; 
supporting documentation; collective value and comparative potential. 

x Aesthetic value: this derives from the ways in which people draw sensory 
and intellectual stimulation from the heritage asset, taking into account 
what other people have said or written;  

x Historical value: the ways in which past people, events and aspects of life 
can be connected through heritage asset to the present, such a 
connection often being illustrative or associative;  

x Communal value: this derives from the meanings of a heritage asset for 
the people who know about it, or for whom it figures in their collective 
experience or memory; communal values are closely bound up with 
historical, particularly associative, and aesthetic values, along with and 
educational, social or economic values. 

10.1.2 Table 2 gives examples of the significance of designated and non-designated 
heritage assets. 
 
Table 2: Significance of heritage assets 
Heritage asset description Significance 
World heritage sites  
Scheduled monuments 
Grade I and II* listed buildings 
English Heritage Grade I and II* registered parks and gardens 
Protected Wrecks 
Heritage assets of national importance 

Very high 
(International

/ 
national) 

English Heritage Grade II registered parks and gardens 
Conservation areas 
Designated historic battlefields 
Grade II listed buildings  
Burial grounds 
Protected heritage landscapes (e.g. ancient woodland or historic 
hedgerows) 
Heritage assets of regional or county importance 

High 
(national/  
regional/ 
county) 

Heritage assets with a district value or interest for education or cultural 
appreciation Locally listed buildings  

Medium 
(District) 

Heritage assets with a local (ie parish) value or interest for education or 
cultural appreciation 

Low 
(Local) 

Historic environment resource with no significant value or interest  Negligible 
Heritage assets that have a clear potential, but for which current 
knowledge is insufficient to allow significance to be determined 

Uncertain 

 

10.1.3 Unless the nature and exact extent of buried archaeological remains within any 
given area has been determined through prior investigation, significance of is often 
uncertain. 
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11 Non-archaeological constraints 
11.1.1 It is anticipated that live services will be present on the site, the locations of which 

have not been identified by this archaeological report. The site is an active main 
road between Plymouth and Tavistock with a high traffic volume which would pose a 
health and safety risk.  

11.1.2 Note: the purpose of this section is to highlight to decision makers any relevant non-
archaeological constraints identified during the study, that might affect future 
archaeological field investigation on the site (should this be recommended). The 
information has been assembled using only those sources as identified in section 2 
and section 14.4, in order to assist forward planning for the project designs, working 
schemes of investigation and risk assessments that would be needed prior to any 
such field work. MOLA has used its best endeavours to ensure that the sources 
used are appropriate for this task but has not independently verified any details. 
Under the Health & Safety at Work Act 1974 and subsequent regulations, all 
organisations are required to protect their employees as far as is reasonably 
practicable by addressing health and safety risks. The contents of this section are 
intended only to support organisations operating on this site in fulfilling this 
obligation and do not comprise a comprehensive risk assessment. 
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12 Glossary 
Alluvium Sediment laid down by a river. Can range from sands and gravels deposited by fast 

flowing water and clays that settle out of suspension during overbank flooding. Other 
deposits found on a valley floor are usually included in the term alluvium (eg peat). 

Archaeological 
Priority Area/Zone 

Areas of archaeological priority, significance, potential or other title, often designated by 
the local authority.  

Brickearth A fine-grained silt believed to have accumulated by a mixture of processes (eg wind, slope 
and freeze-thaw) mostly since the Last Glacial Maximum around 17,000BP. 

B.P. Before Present, conventionally taken to be 1950 
Bronze Age 2,000–600 BC 
Building recording Recording of historic buildings (by a competent archaeological organisation) is undertaken 

‘to document buildings, or parts of buildings, which may be lost as a result of demolition, 
alteration or neglect’, amongst other reasons.Four levels of recording are defined by Royal 
Commission on the Historical Monuments of England (RCHME) and English Heritage. 
Level 1 (basic visual record);Level 2 (descriptive record), Level 3 (analytical record), and 
Level 4 (comprehensive analytical record) 

Built heritage Upstanding structure of historic interest. 
Colluvium A natural deposit accumulated through the action of rainwash or gravity at the base of a 

slope. 
Conservation area An area of special architectural or historic interest the character or appearance of which it 

is desirable to preserve or enhance. Designation by the local authority often includes 
controls over the demolition of buildings; strengthened controls over minor development; 
and special provision for the protection of trees.  

Cropmarks Marks visible from the air in growing crops, caused by moisture variation due to 
subsurface features of possible archaeological origin (i.e. ditches or buried walls). 

Cut-and-cover 
[trench] 

Method of construction in which a trench is excavated down from existing ground level 
and which is subsequently covered over and/or backfilled.  

Cut feature Archaeological feature such as a pit, ditch or well, which has been cut into the then-
existing ground surface. 

Devensian The most recent cold stage (glacial) of the Pleistocene. Spanning the period from c 70,000 
years ago until the start of the Holocene (10,000 years ago). Climate fluctuated within the 
Devensian, as it did in other glacials and interglacials. It is associated with the demise of 
the Neanderthals and the expansion of modern humans. 

Early medieval  AD 410 – 1066. Also referred to as the Saxon period. 
Evaluation 
(archaeological) 

A limited programme of non–intrusive and/or intrusive fieldwork which determines the 
presence or absence of archaeological features, structures, deposits, artefacts or ecofacts 
within a specified area. 

Excavation 
(archaeological) 

A programme of controlled, intrusive fieldwork with defined research objectives which 
examines, records and interprets archaeological remains, retrieves artefacts, ecofacts and 
other remains within a specified area. The records made and objects gathered are studied 
and the results published in detail appropriate to the project design. 

Findspot Chance find/antiquarian discovery of artefact. The artefact has no known context, is either 
residual or indicates an area of archaeological activity. 

Geotechnical Ground investigation, typically in the form of boreholes and/or trial/test pits, carried out for 
engineering purposes to determine the nature of the subsurface deposits. 

Head Weathered/solifluctedperiglacial deposit (ie moved downslope through natural processes). 
Heritage asset A building, monument, site, place, area or landscape positively identified as having a 

degree of significance meriting consideration in planning decisions. Heritage assets are 
the valued components of the historic environment. They include designated heritage 
assets and assets identified by the local planning authority (including local listing).  

Historic environment 
assessment 

A written document whose purpose is to determine, as far as is reasonably possible from 
existing records, the nature of the historic environment resource/heritage assets within a 
specified area. 

Historic Environment 
Record (HER) 

Archaeological and built heritage database held and maintained by the County authority. 
Previously known as the Sites and Monuments Record 

Holocene The most recent epoch (part) of the Quaternary, covering the past 10,000 years during 
which time a warm interglacial climate has existed. Also referred to as the ‘Postglacial’ 
and (in Britain) as the ‘Flandrian’. 

Iron Age 600 BC – AD 43 
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Later medieval  AD 1066 – 1500 
Last Glacial 
Maximum 

Characterised by the expansion of the last ice sheet to affect the British Isles (around 
18,000 years ago), which at its maximum extent covered over two-thirds of the present 
land area of the country.  

Locally listed 
building 

A structure of local architectural and/or historical interest. These are structures that are not 
included in the Secretary of State’s Listing but are considered by the local authority to 
have architectural and/or historical merit 

Listed building A structure of architectural and/or historical interest. These are included on the Secretary 
of State's list, which affords statutory protection. These are subdivided into Grades I, II* 
and II (in descending importance). 

Made Ground Artificial deposit. An archaeologist would differentiate between modern made ground, 
containing identifiably modern inclusion such as concrete (but not brick or tile), and 
undated made ground, which may potentially contain deposits of archaeological interest. 

Mesolithic 12,000 – 4,000 BC 
National Monuments 
Record (NMR) 

National database of archaeological sites, finds and events as maintained by English 
Heritage in Swindon. Generally not as comprehensive as the country SMR/HER. 

Neolithic 4,000 – 2,000 BC 
Ordnance Datum 
(OD) 

A vertical datum used by Ordnance Survey as the basis for deriving altitudes on maps. 

Palaeo-
environmental 

Related to past environments, i.e. during the prehistoric and later periods. Such remains 
can be of archaeological interest, and often consist of organic remains such as pollen and 
plant macro fossils which can be used to reconstruct the past environment. 

Palaeolithic   700,000–12,000 BC 
Palaeochannel A former/ancient watercourse 
Peat A build up of organic material in waterlogged areas, producing marshes, fens, mires, 

blanket and raised bogs. Accumulation is due to inhibited decay in anaerobic conditions.  
Pleistocene Geological period pre-dating the Holocene.  
Post-medieval  AD 1500 – present 
Preservation by 
record 

Archaeological mitigation strategy where archaeological remains are fully excavated and 
recorded archaeologically and the results published. For remains of lesser significance, 
preservation by record might comprise an archaeological watching brief. 

Preservation in situ Archaeological mitigation strategy where nationally important (whether Scheduled or not) 
archaeological remains are preserved in situ for future generations, typically through 
modifications to design proposals to avoid damage or destruction of such remains. 

Registered Historic 
Parks and Gardens 

A site may lie within or contain a registered historic park or garden. The register of these 
in England is compiled and maintained by English Heritage.  

Residual When used to describe archaeological artefacts, this means not in situ, ie Found outside 
the context in which it was originally deposited. 

Roman  AD 43 – 410 
Scheduled 
Monument 

An ancient monument or archaeological deposits designated by the Secretary of State as 
a ‘ScheduledAncientMonument’ and protected under the Ancient Monuments Act. 

Site The area of proposed development 
Site codes Unique identifying codes allocated to archaeological fieldwork sites, eg evaluation, 

excavation, or watching brief sites.  
Study area Defined area surrounding the proposed development in which archaeological data is 

collected and analysed in order to set the site into its archaeological and historical context. 
Solifluction, 
Soliflucted 

Creeping of soil down a slope during periods of freeze and thaw in periglacial 
environments. Such material can seal and protect earlier landsurfaces and archaeological 
deposits which might otherwise not survive later erosion. 

Stratigraphy  
 

A term used to define a sequence of visually distinct horizontal layers (strata), one above 
another, which form the material remains of past cultures. 

Truncate Partially or wholly remove. In archaeological terms remains may have been truncated by 
previous construction activity. 

Watching brief 
(archaeological) 

An archaeological watching brief is ‘a formal programme of observation and investigation 
conducted during any operation carried out for non–archaeological reasons.’ 
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13.4 Available site survey information checklist 
Information from client Available Format  Obtained 
Plan of existing site services (overhead/buried) N -

-
-  

Levelled site survey as existing (ground and buildings) N -
-
-  

Contamination survey data ground and buildings (inc. 
asbestos) 

N -
-
-  

Geotechnical report N -
-
-  

Envirocheck report N -
-
-  

Information obtained from non-client source Carried out Internal inspection 
of buildings 

Site inspection N N 
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Fig 1  Site location

Based upon the Ordnance Survey mapping with the permission of
the Controller of Her Majesty's Stationery Office © Crown Copyright.
Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown copyright and may lead
to prosecution or civil proceedings. City of London 100023243 2014.
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Fig 2  Historic environment features map 

Based upon the Ordnance Survey mapping with the permission of
the Controller of Her Majesty's Stationery Office © Crown Copyright.
Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown copyright and may lead
to prosecution or civil proceedings. City of London 100023243 2014.
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Fig 3  "A coloured chart of Plymouth Harbour and of the surrounding country up to Tavistock". Possibly drawn by Robert Spry 1591
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Fig 4  Benjamin Donn's map of Devon 1765
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Fig 5  Eggbuckland parish tithe map 1840
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Fig 6  Ordnance Survey 1st edition 6": mile map (1856–1865)
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Fig 7  Ordnance Survey 2nd edition 6":mile map (1905)

H
is

to
ric

 e
n
v
iro

n
m

e
n
t a

s
s
e
s
s
m

e
n
t ©

 M
O

L
A

2
0
1
4

the site



D
E

V
O

1
0
0
7
H

E
A

1
4
#
0
8

Fig 8  Ordnance Survey 3rd edition 6":mile map (1933). Partial coverage
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Fig 9  Ordnance Survey 6":mile map of 1954–1957
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Fig 11  Proposed Road Alignment - Option H William Prance Road (Plymouth City Council, dwg PL181504-FEA-035, Rev A, 12.11.2013)
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Fig 12  Proposed Road Alignment - Derriford Roundabout (Plymouth City Council,
dwg PL1815804-FEA-042, Rev C, 22.08.2014 )
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