
Appraisal Summary Table January 2015

Name Sunita Mills
Organisation Somerset CC
Role Promoter

Summary of key impacts
Monetary Distributional

£(NPV) 7-pt scale/ 
vulnerable grp

Reliability impact on Business 
users

Increased reliability of journeys for vehicles on routes close to the station. N/A

Regeneration First phase of a wider regeneration project at the station and adjacent regeneration development site, including housing and 
commercial development. Scheme will directly unlock £13.9m (£11.7m discounted) of inward private investment to the area. Resulting 

increases in rateable values for nearby commercial properties are expected to generate £1.0m. £12,686,519

Wider Impacts Scheme will accelerate investor confidence in Firepool Regeneration site, returning faster inward investment for the area, and resulting
in new jobs, homes and office/leisure space. Delivery of the scheme concurrently with the construction of the Northern Inner Distributor

Road (NIDR) will yield efficiency savings. Annual increases in Gross Value Added (GVA) are also expected as a result of the station 
development, based on the findings of SDG’s ‘Value of Station Investment’ report. The project can be expected to generate an annual 
uplift in GVA in the local area of between 10-15% of the value of the project (i.e. the capital cost of the station improvement, excluding 
optimism bias). This positive impact has not been included in the NPV or BCR as the monetisation is not considered to be sufficiently 

robust, despite the evidence in the study.

N/A

Noise No negative or positive impacts identified - no change to train operations and negligible effect on local traffic. Noise close to residential 
areas on north side of station may decrease slightly due to relocation of main station entrance

N/A

Air Quality First phase of a wider Taunton Station Regeneration likely to encourage some growth in rail demand rather than non-sustainable 
modes. N/A

0

0
Landscape No negative or positive impacts identified - station location unchanged N/A
Townscape Slight improvement to townscape as a result of the high quality station forecourt, acting as a new 'gateway' to Taunton town centre

N/A

Historic Environment No negative or positive impacts identified - station location unchanged N/A
Biodiversity Does not impact on areas that have sensitive biodiversity areas, such as ponds or hedgerows, although does not increase provision of 

biodiversity areas.
N/A

Water Environment Surface water drainage will feed into existing or proposed systems on the new road, forecourt and rail station. N/A

Reliability impact on 
Commuting and Other users

Increased reliability of journeys for vehicles on routes close to the station.
N/A

Physical activity The station entrance being relocated to the south side of the station and the improved public realm is likely to encourage more leisure 
users and commuters to walk to the town centre and places of work.

N/A

Journey quality Improved access to the station when rail replacement services are in operation. Reduced congestion at the station frontage and better 
access to a range of transport choices at the station. Improvements to waiting facilities and retail offering at station (quantified in 

revenue terms as part of increased patronage).
N/A

Accidents No negative or positive impacts identified N/A
Security First phase of a wider scheme to increase activity at the station on the south site, increased natural observability resulting in an 

increase in perceived personal security levels (quantified in revenue terms as part of increased patronage)
N/A

Access to services Improved access to a range of transport choice N/A
Affordability No negative or positive impacts identified N/A
Severance No negative or positive impacts identified N/A
Option and non-use values No negative or positive impacts identified N/A
Cost to Broad Transport 
Budget

The base capital cost of the scheme is estimated at £8.97m (nominal, 2012 prices), including optimism bias at 44%. £4.6m (2012 
prices) of this is sought from the Growth Deal, whilst the remainder is match funded by Network Rail/First Great Western. -£8,970,000

Indirect Tax Revenues No negative or positive impacts identified - the effect of the scheme on mode shift from car to rail (and therefore fuel revenues) is 
expected to be small N/A

Date produced: Contact:

Name of scheme: Taunton Railway Station Redevelopment
Description of scheme: This project will deliver an enhanced public transport interchange and will redevelop the entire south side of the station, providing a new station concourse, booking hall, café and retail facilities 

within the station. It will deliver a new station forecourt with improved bus access and surface car parks, and a new multi storey car park.

Large Beneficial

Impacts Assessment
Quantitative Qualitative

Net journey time changes (£)
0 to 2min 2 to 5min > 5min

£0 £0 £0

Large Beneficial £27,532,558

Value of journey time changes(£) £0

Firepool Regeneration site will provide 1500 jobs, up to 1000 
dwellings, 60,000m2 of office space and 8,000m2 of 
retail/leisure areas. Savings not assessed in detail. 

Conservatively if the GVA uplift is assumed to be 10%, 
reflecting that this is a smaller station than comparators 

included in the SDG study, this equates to £6.1m benefit over 
20 years.
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Not assessed in detail Neutral

Not assessed in detail Neutral

Greenhouse gases No negative or positive impacts identified - the effect of the scheme on mode shift from car to rail is expected to be negligible. Change in non-traded carbon over 60y (CO2e)

Ec
on

om
y Business users & transport 

providers
Improved access to the station when rail replacement services are in operation. Reduced congestion at the station frontage and better 

access to a range of transport choices at the station. However the effects on journey time for business users are expected to be 
negligible. Significant revenue will be generated as a result of increased rail patronage drawn to the station by the improvements 

(estimated as £27.4m). Revenue will also arise from retail rental charges within the new station (estimated as £0.1m).

Not assessed in detail Slight Beneficial

250 permanent jobs created as a result of the station 
improvements and directly resulting commercial development. 

Construction of 500 dwellings.

Neutral N/A
Change in traded carbon over 60y (CO2e)

Not assessed in detail Neutral

Not assessed in detail Slight Beneficial

Not assessed in detail Neutral

Not assessed in detail Neutral

Not assessed in detail Neutral
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Commuting and Other users Improved access to the station when rail replacement services are in operation. Reduced congestion at the station frontage and better 
access to a range of transport choices at the station. Potential journey time benefits to commuters currently having to park away from 
the station on nearby roads instead being able to park in the new multi-storey car park, with an associated reduction in walking time 

(not quantified). Potential journey time benefits to commuters returning home after working in Taunton, having a shorter walk from the 
town centre to the new entrance on the south side of the station compared to the north side of the station (not quantified).

Slight Beneficial

Not assessed in detail Neutral

Not assessed in detail

Not assessed in detail Slight Beneficial

Slight Beneficial

Not assessed in detail Slight Beneficial

Not assessed in detail Neutral

£0
Net journey time changes (£)

0 to 2min 2 to 5min > 5min

£0 £0 £0

Value of journey time changes(£) £0

Not assessed in detail Slight Beneficial

Not assessed in detail Neutral

Not assessed in detail Neutral

Not assessed in detail Neutral
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Capital cost Moderate 
Adverse

Not assessed in detail Neutral


