
 
 

 

Heart of South West Local Transport Board  

Minutes of Meeting,  4:00pm, 17th October 2017, County Hall, Exeter 
 

Cllr Mark King * Torbay Council 

Cllr Andrea Davis * Devon County Council  

Richard Stevens * Heart of SW LEP 

Derek Phillips * Heart of SW LEP 

Sunita Mills * Somerset County Council  

Philip Heseltine * Plymouth City Council 

Chris Garcia  LEP 

Adam Luscombe  Torbay Council 

Ian Harrison Independent Transport Advisor (ITA) 

Ian Beavis Independent Transport Advisor (ITA) 

Andrew Ardley  Devon County Council  

Melanie Sealey  Devon County Council / SIP 

James Anstee  Devon County Council  

Jamie Hulland  Devon County Council 

  

Tim Jones ** Torbay Council 

*   Voting member of Board (or nominated substitute) 
**  Member of the public. No written representations were submitted for consideration by 

board members.   
 

 

1. Apologies: 
 

 Cllr John Woodman  (delegating voting to Sunita Mills)  

 Cllr Patrick Nicholson (delegating voting to Philip Heseltine)  

 David Bird 

 Paul Barnard  

 Mike O’Dowd Jones  

 Paul Hickson  

 Paula Hewitt 

 Andrew Roberts  

 David Northey  

 Dave Black  
 
 
 
 
 
 



2. Edginswell & Marsh Barton Stations NSF(Papers A & B)  
 
Following an announcement of unsuccessful New Stations Fund (NSF) bids for the two 
Growth Deal 1 rail station projects at Marsh Barton and Edginswell,  Item.9 \ Paper from 
the September 12th 2017 Local Transport Board, considered project updates from both 
Devon County Council and Torbay Council.  The recommendations supported by Board 
Members were to: -  
 
1. Confirm its support for the Marsh Barton and Edginswell station schemes, which 

have strong business cases and are an integral part of the prioritised Growth Deal 1 
transport programme. 

2. Noting that not all of the New Station Fund has been allocated, and that the 
promoting authorities are meeting with Department for Transport and Network Rail in 
early October, the LTB advises SIP and the LEP Board that it believes it would be 
prejudicial to amend in any way the current allocations of Growth Deal funding in 
advance of that meeting. 

3. The LTB notes it is unlikely that the New Stations Fund will be able to support both 
stations at the level of the submitted bids. 

4. The LTB welcomes efforts being made to reduce the cost of the station schemes 
5. In view of the need for certainty about the delivery of Growth Deal projects at the 

earliest date possible the LTB holds an additional meeting in October to receive a 
report of the meeting with DfT and Network Rail, and updated proposals from the 
project promoters including any revised project costings. At that point the LTB will be 
better able to make any necessary recommendations to SIP and the LEP Board. 

 
After meetings had taken place between the promoting authorities and the Department 
for Transport and Network Rail, the Local Transport Board reconvened on October 17th 
to consider recommendation .5 above.  
 
Ian Harrison presented Paper A providing a summary of the latest situation for the 
Growth Deal 1 rail station schemes at Edginswell and Marsh Barton. And Paper B to 
summarise the previous prioritisation of Growth Deal 3 transport projects that was 
undertaken and agreed by the Local Transport Board in 2016. Andrew Ardley provided a 
presentation on Marsh Barton Station and Adam Luscombe provided a presentation on 
Edginswell Station. 
 
Board member questions and comments; 
 

 Chris Garcia noted to Board Members that Marsh Barton has a signed funding 
agreement with the LEP. Any considerations for this project are governed by the 
contract and this should be noted as Part of Paper A. Edginswell does not have a 
funding agreement in place.  

 Richard Stevens queried whether the value engineering alternative for Marsh Barton 
could be delivered within the projected timescales. Andrew Ardley responded yes 
and that Clapperbrook Lane is also under DCC control and could be delivered in 
advance of the network rail elements. 

 Richard Stevens commented that Marsh Barton is the project that has legs to take 
forward. But that more detail is needed for SIP to take a formal view.  

 Philip Heseltine commented that we won’t know the revised costs for Marsh Barton 
until the New Year. And queried whether the intention is that some of the £4m from 
Edginswell is reallocated to Marsh Barton or to other LEP schemes. Chris Garcia 
responded that the process if a Growth Deal project does not proceed is that the 
funding goes back to the SIP to be reallocated. The SIP would use the existing list of 
prioritisation to determine where funding would be reallocated.  And noted that 
subject to the next round of future funding, Edginswell can still be reconsidered next 
year for prioritisation under the next round.  



 Ian Harrison responded  that DCC is simply asking to reallocate the underspend on 
growth deal projects completed at Portmore, Roundswell and Newcourt. And also the 
Tiverton EUE junction scheme that is under construction and projecting potential 
savings. DCC will have a better understanding of underspends by December 2017. 
So no to reallocating the £4m from Edginswell. But noted that the top three transport 
schemes on Paper B have funding in the Growth Deal 3 programme, the next 
transport scheme without funding is Access Paignton. The board can recommend to 
the SIP that Access Paignton is considered for any reallocation of funds from 
Edginswell. But the SIP may want to look at the wider prioritised list of LEP projects 
and not just the transport projects identified under Paper B.    

 Sunita Mills commented that Torbay have previously indicated that they may want to 
retain developer contributions for Edginswell and sought any advice from Torbay for 
Access Paignton delivery timescales and funding. Philip Heseltine queried whether 
Torbay will be prepared to underwrite contributions for Access Paignton. Adam 
Luscombe responded that the Access Paignton project is scalable and we can 
deliver to timescales. Torbay has external match funding now but we would need to 
review this.  

 Philip Heseltine commented that the principle of rolling up underspends is up to the 
SIP and any savings would go back to the LEP. Ian Harrison responded that this is 
correct and it is a request from DCC for the SIP to consider. Torbay took this 
approach to the board at the September meeting.  

 Richard Stevens commented that at the LEP board the reallocating of Torbay funding 
was passed on the basis that it does not set a precedent.  

 Councillor Andrea Davis proposed that she would like to move the recommendations. 
Philp Heseltine seconded.     

 
Board Members considered the ITA recommendations to; 
 
a. Seek agreement from SIP and the LEP Board to the transfer to Marsh Barton station 

the Local Growth Fund savings from the GD1/2 projects (A379 Newcourt; A39 
Roundswell Phase 2; A361 Portmore; A361Tiverton EUE Phase 1) which are being 
completed at lower cost than was shown in the current funding agreements  

b. Note that Edginswell station continues to have a strong business case but is unlikely 
to be deliverable within the Growth Deal timetable as Torbay have not been able to 
secure sufficient match funding or underwrite the cost of the project  

c. Advise SIP and the LEP Board that within the LTB prioritised programme which was 
submitted for Growth Deal 3 the next priority transport project was Access Paignton  

 

All board members voted to support the recommendations.  
 
 
Date of next meeting: -   
 

 Tuesday 12th December 2017, 2:30pm – 4;30pm  , Larkbeare House, Exeter  
 
 

The meeting ended at 5:04 


