
Local Transport Board 13 June 2017 

Paper E Growth Deal 1 – Edginswell and Marsh Barton stations - New Stations Fund 

Recommendation: It is recommended that:- 

(i) Devon County Council be asked to confirm in writing the delivery timescale for Marsh 

Barton station, for reporting to the meeting of the Strategic Investment Panel on 6 July 

(ii) Torbay Council be asked to explain in writing their proposed course of action if their bid 

to the New Stations Fund is not successful., for reporting to the meeting of Strategic 

Investment Panel on 6 July 

Introduction 

At the meeting of the LEP Strategic Investment Panel on 6 June 2017 the match funding situation 

with regard to Edginswell station and Marsh Barton Station was discussed, in view of the fact that 

government’s decisions on bids to the New Stations Fund had not yet been announced. 

The Strategic Investment Panel requested that the LTB review the current situation with regards to 

these two projects, so that the matter can be reported back to the next meeting of SIP on 6 July. 

 

LTB Approvals for Marsh Barton and Edginswell 

Two of the Growth Deal 1 transport projects involve the construction of new railway stations on the 

route between Exeter and Torbay. The new stations would be at Marsh Barton, Exeter and 

Edginswell, Torbay. 

These projects are part of the Devon Metro rail initiative, which will see the frequency of the local 

train service between Exeter and Paignton doubled from December 2018. The stations would meet 

the growing demand for local rail travel for employment, education and leisure. Both have strong 

business cases which have been approved by the Local Transport Board. 

Marsh Barton Station achieved Programme Entry approval at the LTB on 31 July 2014 and Final 

Approval at the LTB on 9 July 2015. 

Edginswell Station achieved Programme Entry approval at the LTB on 15 September 2015 

The Growth Deal allocation for Marsh Barton is £3.522m, and for Edginswell it is £4.0m. 

New Stations Fund Applications 

The estimated costs for these projects have risen significantly since the business cases were 

developed. The process of design development has not been straightforward, with changes in 

Network Rail standards having implications for both cost and delivery timescales. 

In 2016 Government announced a second round of funding in the New Stations Fund, with £20m 

being made available. Bids were to be submitted in November 2016. 



For Marsh Barton Devon County Council have secured significant match funding, but there is still 

likely to be a shortfall. Devon therefore bid for £3.0m additional support from the New Stations 

Fund. 

At the time that the Programme Entry bid for Edginswell was considered by the LTB it was already 

apparent that there would be a funding shortfall, and that a future round of New Stations funding 

would be a potential way of mitigating this. Hence Torbay have bid for £7.739m support from the 

New Stations Fund. 

The LEP supported both of these New Stations Fund bids, providing supporting letters which 

confirmed the Local Growth Fund sums committed to the station schemes. 

It had been expected that the government would announce which New Stations Fund projects were 

successful in spring 2017. However, with the calling of the general election the announcement was 

deferred and in view of the outcome of the election it is not clear when decisions will be 

forthcoming. 

Programme Management 

The Strategic Investment Panel conducts a monthly review of progress with delivery of the Growth 

Deal programme. In doing so it is very mindful of the pressure from both Government and local 

authorities for the LEP to achieve targets in terms of both expenditure and outputs. 

With the delays to delivery timescale and questions about match funding it is not surprising that SIP 

has asked the LTB to review progress on these two station projects. 

In the case of Marsh Barton the LEP has a funding agreement with Devon County Council, under 

which the County Council commits to providing the match funding, including underwriting any 

increase in cost. However the timing of the scheme remains uncertain and it is suggested that Devon 

should be asked to clarify this in time for the next meeting of SIP. 

With regard to Edginswell the LEP has not yet entered into a funding agreement with Torbay, in light 

of the significant funding shortfall which was evident at the time the LTB approved the Programme 

Entry Business Case. In other cases (outside the transport programme) where scheme promoters 

have been awaiting the outcome of bids for external funding the promoters have been willing to 

underwrite the sum for which they are bidding, to give the LEP confidence that the scheme would 

proceed whatever the outcome of the bid. It is suggested that Torbay be asked to clarify whether 

they would be able to underwrite the New Stations Fund bid, or to propose another means of 

meeting the shortfall, in time for the next meeting of SIP. 

 

 


