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SCHEME SUMMARY
Scheme Name Marsh Barton Rail Station Date 03/07/15

Scheme
Scheme Description

Marsh Barton is Exeter's largest trading estate, and one of the largest employment sites in the region, with around 6,000
existing jobs planned to increase to 8,000 jobs.  The Estate attracts large numbers of commuters in the peak periods, but
has poor transport links. With extremely limited alternatives to the private car, the estate attracts considerable numbers of
car trips through congested corridors including the A379, Bridge Road, Topsham Road, A377 Alphington Road and the
junction at Countess Wear. Around 6,000 new houses at South West Exeter and Newcourt – on top of growth elsewhere in
Exeter, South and East Devon – will generate significant increases in travel. This will increase the pressure on these
corridors, including the busiest and most congested of all of Exeter’s radial routes, as well as the local road network within
Marsh Barton.

The project will deliver a new station at Marsh Barton immediately to the south of Clapperbrook Lane. The station will be
served by the existing mix of local trains between Exeter and Newton Abbot. Although an enhanced local service frequency
is a key aspiration this is excluded from the scope of the station project and is not assessed within the station business
case.

The station will have two 124 metre platforms, capable of handling six car Class 150 multiple unit formations, lit to the latest
NR LED lighting standards. The platforms will be connected by a footbridge, with steps and ramps, lit using handrail
mounted LED lighting.

Each platform will include: Waiting Shelter; Ticket Vending Machine; CCTV security system; Customer Information System;
Public Address System; Help Point; Station signage and information boards.

Access to the station will entail:
· Limited vehicular access for drop off and disabled vehicle parking to the east of the railway - further drop off will be

possible on public roads to the west;
· Dedicated pedestrian and cycle access with secure cycle storage facilities;
· Enhancements to the adjacent junction between Clapperbrook Lane and Alphinbrook Road to improve pedestrian

and cycle safety.

The station location is shown below:
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Scheme Objectives

There have been no changes to the strategic case of the scheme.  The table below outlines the objectives and how the
schemes fits in with the Local Transport Plan:

Local Transport Plan Alignment
Objectives Scheme Fit

Deliver and support new development and
economic growth

Improving access to key employment areas and
supporting development at Marsh Barton and
South West Exeter

Make best use of the transport network and
protect the existing transport asset by prioritising
maintenance

Make better use of the local rail network by
improving access to it, increasing demand and
opening up new travel opportunities

Work with communities to provide safe,
sustainable and low carbon choices

Increase the sustainable choices available in
areas with poor public transport accessibility

Strengthen and improve the public transport
network

Strengthen and improve public transport along
key corridors into Exeter and Torbay

Make Devon the 'Place to be naturally active'
Encouraging walking or cycling to the stations and
providing access to the Riverside Valley Park in
Exeter for recreation and leisure.

The outputs for the scheme agreed with the LEP and LTB are: 400 jobs and 810 dwellings by 2021.

Stakeholders

There is strong support for the scheme from key stakeholders.
Network Rail has submitted a letter welcoming the scheme.
Teignbridge District Council and Exeter City Council will be making significant financial contributions to the scheme.
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FINANCIAL SUMMARY
Main Expenditure
Items (£m)

Previous
years

FY 15/16 FY 16/17 FY
17/18

FY
18/19

FY
19/20

FY
20/21

Total

Scheme preparation costs
including design and project
management

307,693 600,000 100,307 1,008,000

Land and compensation
including Part 1 claims
Works construction
including stats costs
(including risk and optimism
bias at 6%)

1,290,000 4,343,860 5,633,860

Site supervision and other
external costs 180,000 600,000 780,000

TOTAL SCHEME COST 307,693 2,070,000 5,044,167 7,421,860

Scheme Funding
Funding Source Funding Amount (£m)

Local Contribution (Secured) £2,600,000
Local Contribution (Unsecured) £1,300,000
Local Transport Board £3,521,860

TOTAL £7,421,860

Secured funding has been confirmed and allocated in their capital programmes by Teignbridge District Council (£1.3m)
and Devon County Council.

Unsecured funding (£1.3.m) is from Exeter City Council which is expected to be confirmed in mid-July.

Growth Deal: it is proposed that this is increased from £2m to £3.522m. The would be funded by using the current £0.92m
headroom that currently exists within the GD programme and transferring £650k of Growth Deal funds from the Heywood
Road scheme to Marsh Barton. The Heywood Road £650,000 would be funded by an anticipated increase in S106
contributions from surrounding developments. £100,000 of GD funding would remain in the Heywood Road scheme to
enable the benefits to be included in the GD outputs.

LTB Funding:  This would be split into £2,070,000 in FY15/16 and £1,451,860 in FY16/17, although there is flexibility for
this to be varied according to the LTB and LEP’s preferred financial profiles.

LTB Contribution
Total Scheme Cost £7.422m LTB Contribution (£m) £2.000m
From SEP
Total Scheme Cost £4.300m LTB Contribution (£m) £3.522m
Variation in Scheme
Cost £3.122m increase Variation in LTB Contribution

(£m) £1.522m increase
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VALUE FOR MONEY STATEMENT
Assessment Detail

Initial BCR 7.7 Business case has been reviewed and
discussed with Devon. The forecasting and
economics are compliant with WebTAG and
the assessment of benefits is considered
sound.

Adjusted BCR 7.7 No other benefits monetised

Non-Monetised Impacts Slight Beneficial
No adjustment to BCR required

Slight beneficial impacts from:
· Reliability
· Physical activity
· Access to Services
· Affordability

Slight adverse impacts from:
· Landscape
· Biodiversity
· Water Environment

Key Risks, Sensitivities
and Uncertainties

Low risk / uncertainty in Value for Money
assessment

Sensitivity test completed for low growth to
reflect variations in demographics and
economy – the low growth scenario has a
BCR of 6.99.

Value for Money Category Very High
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DELIVERABILITY
Key Risks to Delivery

The key delivery risk are considered to be:

· Completion of the legal process to divert a public foot crossing of the railway south of the station site;
· Availability of possession, particularly for day work – this could delay the programme;
· Formal transfer of a small area of land required from Exeter City Council. Heads of terms have been agreed. The

majority of the scheme could be completed without the land.
· Requires a contribution of £1.300m from Exeter City Council which is currently unsecured – this is to be determined

at a meeting in mid-July.

Environmental Impact

The main environmental issues are:

· Slight adverse landscape impact due to impact on Riverside Valley Park;
· Slight adverse biodiversity impact due to impact on local wooded / scrub habitats and fauna including reptiles and

bats;
· Slight adverse water impact as risk of fluvial flooding from River Exe, particularly for Station access road.

Social and Distributional Impact

The assessment has shown that there would be no significant or concentrated adverse impacts on low income or vulnerable
groups.

COMMENT

The cost of the scheme has risen significantly since the scheme was granted Programme Entry by the LTB in July 2014.

At the revised total scheme cost of £7.422m the scheme still represents Very High value for money.

The promoters have secured significant additional external funding, particularly from Teignbridge District Council and Exeter
City Council.

However, the promoters are also seeking an increase in the Local Growth Fund contribution, from £2.000m to £3.522m. To
offset this reduction they are proposing a reduction in Local Growth Fund contribution to another project, the A39 Heywood
Road roundabout, Bideford.
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RECOMMENDATION
Independent Transport Advisor Recommendations

It is recommended that the Local Transport Board:-

1) Confirm the Board’s continued support for the Marsh Barton Railway Station at the revised total cost of £7,421,860

2) Recommend to the LEP Board and Strategic Investment Panel a revised contribution from the Local Growth Fund of
up to £3,521,860, subject to a reduction in the Local Growth Fund contribution to the A39 Heywood Road
roundabout, Bideford from £750,000 to £100,000, and subject to the agreed scheme outputs by 2021 of 810
dwellings and 400 jobs.

3) Note that if the final scheme cost is significantly lower than £7.422m then the financial contribution from the Local
Transport Board will be correspondingly reduced.
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