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Highways England Growth and Housing Fund 

The government 5 year Roads Investment Strategy (RIS) for the period 2015-2021 includes a £100m 

Growth and Housing Fund which is administered by Highways England. The fund is intended to 

enable Highways England to help unlock development sites that would require investment on the 

Strategic Road Network (SRN) in order to allow them to progress. 

Highways England decided that in order for the benefit of this fund to be experienced widely across 

England they would invest in a large number of relatively small schemes, rather than a few large and 

complex projects. 

Over the past year Highways England have developed an assessment framework, and have 

considered an initial tranche of projects. Some of the first tranche schemes have now been 

approved, including one in the Heart of the South West – an improvement at the A30 Turks Head 

junction at Honiton. Two other potential schemes identified by Highways England for this first 

tranche are at the A38 Deep Lane interchange (which will give access to Sherford and Langage), and 

the Tithebarn Link at Exeter which will provide benefits at the M5 Jn 29/A30 Junction. 

Highways England has now written to all 39 LEPs in England, inviting them to submit other schemes 

for consideration. LEPs have been circulated with a comprehensive electronic bid form, and a 

guidance note, a copy of which is attached to this paper. Bids are to be returned by 31 March 2016. 

Copies of the Highways England documentation have been shared with the Local Transport 

Authorities, who had already been in dialogue with Highways England about the tranche 1 

proposals. Local Transport Authorities (and Local Planning Authorities) hold the information which 

would be required to submit bids and the role of the LEP would be to support and co-ordinate. It is 

understood that to be successful bids are likely to require private sector contributions of 25% to 

50%. 

During February meetings will be held with the Local Transport Authorities to identify prospective 

bids and to agree the process for compiling the bids. 

On February 16th Paul Hickson and Ian Harrison are meeting Highways England to talk about the LEP 

input to their Strategic Economic Growth Plan, and this will also be a helpful opportunity to discuss 

likely bids to the Growth and Housing Fund.  
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