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SCHEME SUMMARY  

Scheme Name 
Huntworth Roundabout Capacity 
Improvements 

Date 30/1/15 

Scheme 

Scheme Description 

The proposed scheme will increase capacity on both of the Taunton Road approaches (northbound and 
southbound) and on the eastern arm which connects the roundabout to the M5, and will introduce part-
signalisation in order to improve traffic flow, reduce vehicle delay and manage queue lengths. A segregated 
cycle and pedestrian route will be constructed on the western side of Taunton Road, including a signalised 
crossing of Taunton Road on the roundabout’s northern arm, which will connect the Bridgwater Gateway site to 
residential areas of the town and promote safer sustainable travel. The improvement directly ties into SCC’s 
Local Sustainable Transport Fund project that is currently delivering pedestrian and cycle improvements along 
this route between North Petherton and Bridgwater. The scheme intends to improve accessibility to these 
employment sites and for freight traffic. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scheme Objectives 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 3 

Objective 1: Alleviating Congestion - Overall improved traffic flow and reduced peak-time delays and queue lengths 
(including reduction of queues blocking back to the Junction 24 roundabout). 
 
Objective 2: Supporting Economic Growth - Enables creation of jobs and increased skill base of local population. Improved 
access for employees and deliveries to local businesses. 
 
Objective 3: Safer Travel - Reduction in severity of road collisions at completed signalised roundabout over current 
arrangement. Reducing queue lengths will improve safety at M5 Junction 24. Safer travel for cyclists and pedestrians with 
route segregated from general traffic and signalised crossing facility. 

FINANCIAL SUMMARY  

Main Expenditure Items 
(£m) 

Previous 
Years 

FY 
15/16 

FY 
16/17 

FY 
17/18 

FY 
18/19 

FY 
19/20 

Total 

Scheme preparation costs 
including design and project 
management 

0.075 0.025 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.100 

Land and compensation 
including Part 1 claims 

0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Works construction including 
stats costs (including risk 
and optimism bias) 

0.000 2.760 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 2.760 

Site supervision and other 
external costs 

0.000 0.050 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.050 

TOTAL SCHEME COST 0.075 2.835 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 2.910 

         

Scheme Funding 

Funding Source Funding Amount (£m) 

Local Contribution (secured through S106) 1.000 

LTB Contribution 1.910 

TOTAL 2.910 

 

LTB Contribution 

Total Scheme Cost (£m) 2.910 LTB Contribution (£m) 1.910 

From SEP 

Total Scheme Cost 2.910 LTB Contribution (£m) 1.910 

Variation in Scheme Cost 0.000 
Variation in LTB Contribution 
(£m) 

0.000 
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VALUE FOR MONEY STATEMENT  

 Assessment Detail 
BCR 8.29 The modelling work completed by SCC has 

been reviewed and discussed by the ITA. The 
stated BCR is considered sound in light of the 
planned growth occurring in the vicinity of the 

scheme. 

Non-Monetised Impacts No adjustment to BCR  No significant adverse impacts 
Slight beneficial impacts from: 
- Improved reliability 
- Positive wider impacts 
- Improved Air Quality 
- Reduced Greenhouse Gases 
- Improved journey quality 
- Reduced accident severities 
- Improved severance 

Key Risks, Sensitivities 
and Uncertainties 

Low Risk 
 
 
 

The scheme benefits are sensitive to traffic 
growth, however nearby development and 
predicted growth is considered sufficiently 
certain that any risk to overall value for 
money scoring is low. 

Value for Money Category Very High 

 

DELIVERABILITY  

Key Risks to Delivery 
The remaining risk which is an amber level risk at the outset is associated with utility diversions; if they are not completed to 
programme this could introduce both delay and increased costs into the scheme. This can be mitigated by early 
engagement with the utility companies in order to provide accurate and robust costs and timescale estimates. Whilst this will 
mitigate the risk to some extent, it will not be able to mitigate it wholly and as a result it remains identified as an amber risk. 

Environmental Impact 
All environmental impacts are assessed either as neutral or as slight beneficial (air quality and greenhouse gases). 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION  

Independent Transport Advisor Recommendations 
It is recommended that the Local Transport Board:- 
 

1) Approve the Huntworth Roundabout, Bridgwater  improvement as part of the LTB 2015-2021 Programme; 
 

2) Approve a financial contribution of up to £1.910m, conditional upon there being no significant change to the scheme 
between this stage and the completion of design, procurement and final value for money assessment, and 
conditional upon an agreed statement of outputs; 

 
Note that if the final scheme cost after procurement is significantly lower than the current estimate then the financial 
contribution from the Local Transport Board will be correspondingly reduced. 

 

                              


